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DPHPPSCESÞL 
To the Worſhipful 
 FOHN ME ADE Eſquire, 


dwelling in Finchingfield 
in Eſſex. 


- 


SIR, | 
THe exceedin 
FF {your dear friend and faithfulPaſtour'] to- 
gether with that reſpect which your love unto me 
hath Commanded from me, have cauſed the Dedi- 
cation of what was bis, and what is mize unto you. 
The Subject [ though it may. be not ſo profitable 
to you'] 1s of great concernment in our dayes, 
wherein: the old Serpent tothe end he might have 
free paſſage for the Dodrines of Divels, hath by 
the mouths and pens. of men Cryed downe the 
- Civil Magiſtrates:power in matters of Religion 3 
which Stratagem of his may it prevail{ and I with 
it had not prevailed too much? then as Adr. Cotton 
faith, Hej 
and wake 
-wolves; jou may now doeit ([impunt | without fear or 
CE 
It had been'well if this Author could have been 
prevailed with, to have png his many ſpiri- 
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love you bare to this Author . 


oyce ye Hereticks, Tdolaters, Seducers, a0 011 Arſw.ts bloody 
bacgok of the Sheep of Cheri like ravenous Ter! C. 33. 
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tuall-and praficall: Sermons upon Prov. 4. 23, in 
which worke and Preaching of Chriſt he tooke 
moſt content; I know boah your ſelte and others-- 
urged him to it, and could he have wrought with: 
his hand.-( by writing as he could with his head 
and lungs, . we had"enjoyed them: A labourer he. 
might well be called, few ſuch Labonrers hath 
he Tf behind him : weſay men cannot worke that 
doe not eate, but he could worke when for many- 
weekes (yea monthes) he could not eate, his 
worke was meate to him . a-Chriſtiarn was his pro- 
feſſion, and Chriſtianity was his practice 3 Bookes, 
he told me never taught him to preach Chrilt, 
but yet how well acquainted was he with Chriſt, 
his ſermons declared, and that excellent ſentence 
of his when we were difcourſtag with: him about 
his death at your houſe. I carmnot ſay as be, 1 bave 
110 ſo lived that I ſhould now be afraid to dye : but this 
Tcan ſay,T have ſo Learned Chriſt that I am not afraid 
ts djze. Faith he preached,.by Faith he lived, by 
Faith he died;; he anſwered the Apoſtes exhor- 
tation to Timothy, 1 epiſt. Cap 4..12. Bethou an ex- 
ample of the Believers in Faith, &c. amongſt all his 
other graces, this Gemme did ſhine moſt glori- 
ouſly : what you have loſt by the remoyal of ſuch : 
afriend you know beſt : I kaow he wasan Inſtru- 
ment by whom the Lord conveyed much-Com- 
fort unto you in your pilgrimage : yet this is ſome | 
comfort, that while you had him, .the Lord gave 
ou a heart to improve him, and ſo improved 
ow that I doubt not .whatis ſaid of Abe! imano- - 
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ther caſe, He being dead yet ſpeaketh 3 it may be Heb-11, 4 


faid of Mr. Marſpa!, though 'he' be dead, he yer 


ſpeaketh to you. Itwill not be long, but the peo- 
ple of Godl ſhall be freed alſo Re 


not] to that place,- where you: ſhall meet with 
_ your dear and chriſtian friend again, and with 
many others gone before you 5 the Lord hath kept 


you hitherto ſteady, ſound, unſhaken, in theſe. 


times; holding faſt to the old truths; {which I 


eſteem an honour in theſe daies]. hold there ſtill 


[good Sir] for they muſt ſtand in ſtead when we 
come todye. I (hall add no more, but craveyour. 
accepration of what I have prefented, 
| Subſcribing my ſelfe 
your Servane, 


GiLEs FrkMIN 


om this evil 
[ which our honoured friend was wont to ſay, was 
one of the greateſt outward evils }/he loſs of friends: 
you are haſtening, and ina ggod _ [_ I doubt 
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YT Have heard it reported fince this reverend Author died, that 
po bis degth-bed vc charged bis. Executors that none of his 
Nees ſhauld be printed « If any then (hould ſay to me, Why dee 
you publiſh thefe? I anſwer. "Firſt, Theſe Notes I bad from 
himſelfe, and 1 know as perfet as any be barb left behind him. 
Secontly;Þwold bim'while be was Living, if be would not publiſh 
his Sermon, I mould publiſh what Notes I bad ; The reaſon why 
he would nit. pubhſh his Sermon, was this, becauſe in ſone 
things leþecialy ix fhis 4th Argument toprave the Magiſtrates 
power | he differed from ſome otber Divines, which,might Occa- 
ſiqn ſome to write ageinſt-bim, . and for him Reply | writing 
beihg to himt « moſt tedious __— beatth,* much more in hic 
ficknefiÞ be wonld notidoe tt ; \ but that reaſi#/being now taken 
away; FEhivt akon tBirliberty#6 pabliflibis Notes. Though they 
are but ſhort, yet they Lawtaine; wht Bubflenceof the Potiraegl 
part of bis Sermon, which was preached in the Parliament Houſe 
on one of thi lafidMienibly Feſt dayas, and gave great Content 
to the ſoundeſt part, profeſſing they never heard ſo much before, 


For the application LAGS eGrine, T did not defire it, the Dofri= 
nal part{ pon ſuch @ Subjett as this] being the maine, 


For the other Notes which I bave added, Thepe the Reader 
will not judge thbntenber impertinent or uſeleſſe,conſidering our 
tires : I took Connſel of ſuch,whom I know to be godly, judicious, 
and learned, before I would publiſh them, and they wiſhing me 
fo it, T have preſented them to your View, and Committed them to 
the Lord for his bleſſing. 
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POWER IN MATTERS 
OF 
RELIGION PROVED. 


1 Tim. 2. 2. 


" That we may Lead a quiet and pcaceable [fe in all God. 
lineſſe and Honeſty. p 


The Obſervation is this. 


© Hex "ivil Magiſtrates themſelves ave brought 

(P to the knowledge of the truth, they will make 
it their great Care, that the people of God 
wider them may live a peaceable life in all 
Gedlinefje and Honefly.. 


Obſervation. 


It is the end: why the Apoſtle exhorts the Saints to pra 
for them, and it isto be believed that God would not dire 
his people to beg for that im order totheir office, which doth 
not belong unto their othice. | 

Obje&tion.' True, If any will be Godly, the Mayiftrate muſt 05.8; 
provide that they m1ay live peaceably and quietly, as if men be 
married, Learned, &c. the Magiſtrate muſt provide, that ſuch 
- may live quietly : this is the meaning and no mere. 

Anſwer, Will any ſay the ſame of the Secend, viz: Honeſty, ce 
that if man will be honeſt, the Magitirate maſt provide they 
may livepeaccably ? Is itnoc erue{ who daredeny: it] thiat 
the Magiittrate!is bound to: provide chat men live beneſtly iy 
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| The Civil Magiſtrates Power 
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matters of the ſecond table? to make lawes about it and ſee 
to the execution of them : why then mult he not provide for 


Godlinciſe, under the firſt table; 'the Haly Gholit hath joy- 
nedthem borh together Mn the Text. : 3% 

”* 'Cautior. 1 mean not when Magiſtrates are Cedly then 
they;mult begia ta doe this as if it were not their duty, or 
they had not power before|.Domnum non ſundatur-m graiia| 
but he is not qualitied to Cauſe this before. 

The married man converted, is bound to endeavour the 
Converſion of his wife and children, he will now feck it; be- 
ing ccaverted he is Re for it, but 1t was his duty to ſeek 
the ſpiritual good of his wite and children before. -So here 

In the Do&rine, are three parts of the Magiſtrates duty. 

Firſt, Publike peace, 2. That the people live in honeſty. 
3. Godly. The two firit:there are none have douhted of, 
but the third is the-queſtion of our times. To make way co 
it, Iſhall lay down this Conclulton .as the Foundation of 
what ſhall follow. | | | 

That, Civil Magiftrocy is a Divine Tuftitation: therefore, 

Firſt, God hath appointed ſome to rule,and ſome to obey. 
Secondly»: He hath given them rules about their Laws, that 
they be conformable to his mind. 
Thirdly, In the Execution of thern the Magiſtrate is Gods 
'Vice-gerent. ' ;- 
Fourthly, He is accountableto God' for his Office. 
pow Foundation being layed, Two Queſtions will here 
ariſe. | 

1,-Q. Whither the Lord bath.Committed to theſe Magi- 

ſtrates the Care of Religion? >; 

2. Q. Jf ſo, what be bath committed 'to them in this 

bebalfe ? 
To the firſt I anſwer «ffirmatively, and thus I prove it. 

Firſt out of my Text : hemuſt take Care that is people 
live in all Godlweſi. Towhom the End is commitred,co him 
the Media are Committed ;.none can deny.this : If godlineſs 
the Exd, then all the weens tothis end he mult take care for. 


Secondly, 


—— 
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in matters of Religion,vindicated. 


Secondly, From all the examples in the Old Teſtament ; 
Why Magiſtrates under the Old Teſtament ſhould be types 
more of Chriſt in matters of Religion | belonging to the firſt 
Table] chen in marters of juſtice | belonging ta the ſecond 
Table } I know not. |-No# diftinguendum eft ubi Scriptura nou 
arftinguit | What ever. colour they turn for the Kings af 
Iſrael, Davia, &c. who in fome things were types of Chriſt ; 
yet this cannot be ſaid of the Heathen Kings, Cyrus, Artax- 
crxcs, fr whoſe care in this matter-the Church bleſſed God, 
E214 7. 77. 

Thougn we . infer not that Magiſtrates-under the New 
Teltament, are bound to doe in every particular as they did; 
yet as they did ſetup the worſhip of God, and all means 
tending to 20dlineſs under the Old Teſtament, ſo muſt ours 
now ſet up the worſhip of God and the means tending to 
£64lineſs under the New Teſtament, 

Thirdly, I prove it from Goſpel-promiſes under the Old 
Teſtament of Magiſtrates what they ſhould be under theNew 
Teſtament, 1/a. 49.23. 41d Kings ſhall be thy nurſmg fathers, 
&c.1o Wa; 60.10. And their Kings ſhall miniſter unto thee. 
Now if Gud promile that Magiſtrates ſhall be ſach nurſng 
fathers; then they ought to. endeavour to be ſuch, | 

To which may. be added the cxhortation to Kings, Pſalm 
2. and-P/a/m 24. 45s Kings ,' they muſt open the gates to 
Chrift.- fon) | 

Alſo the threats againit ſuch as willLnot ſerve-the Church, 
Iſaiah 60. 12. For the Nation and Kingdoms that will wor 
ſerve 1hce, ſhall periſh ; yea thoſe \Nations ſhall be utterly 
waſted. \, ” | \ - 

'Fourthly, Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt as Mediator, hath- the 
Kingdom and the power 3 -He js bead and ruler over all for 
the Churches goed, Eph1.22. Therefore all being under him, 
mult be ſubſervient to himand his ends, Prov. $, 5, 16. By 
me: Kingsrejgn, ©. which-is meant of Chriſt, v. 23--Iwas ſet 
up from everlaſting. The Hebrew word is the ſame with Pſalm 
2.6. Lhaveſet| anointed] my King. Undnus, regno inauguratus 
fam, Princeps conſtitutus ar? | 


Fifthly, 
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4 The Civ#! Magiſtrates Power 

$ Fiſchly, From the fourth Commundem:nt ; Thou, nor th y 
fon, nor thy daughter, Oc. wr the flranzer. Every one that 
hath others under him maſt ſee thac they keep che Sabbath. | 
And therefore the Magittrate (as did N*hemiab ) if the time 

73 for the worſhip belongs to the Magiſtrate to take care of, 

then likewiſe he muſt take care for the worthip ir (elf. h 

6. _ _ Sixthly, ffthe flouriſhing of Religion b2 the ſafery of che | 
Commonwealth | as miy be abundantly proved from Scrip- - 

ture & jon. Th then Magittrates mutt take care of matters 
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of Religion. The Heathens care about theic Religion will 
ve thisz and-the Szriptares ſhew- how 'Idolatry hath 
ken all Empires. IF all other profelions, Phylicians, 

Lawyers, $c. maſt come under the Magiſtrates power and 

care, b:cauſe of rhe intere} of the Co:n nonwzalth, then 

much more matters of Religion ; b:cauſe miſcarriages in 

thoſe,reach but ſome particulars; bur miſcarriages in matters 

of Religion reach alt and are of a more dangerous 00n- 
ueice, : 

mi zyenchly, If Magiſtrates muſt not m2ddle in matters of 
Religion;then the, Ocdinances & Afﬀts made by Parliaments 
about the Sabbath, for propagation of the Goſpel, with 
Ade and Cotinictees for like batineffes, your Fafts, ThankC- | 
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in matters of Religion indicated. 5 
| find. :Firſt, Some give too mwch, all muſt be ad nxitum Ma- 
| _ Secondly, Some give too little z as if no Care at 
all did belong to the Magitrate, but he muſt give Liberty to 
all. Woful experience teacheth when Magiſtrates doe med- 
.dle with Religion, they cither meddle with what they ſhould 
not, or negk& what is enjoyned them by-God; But 1 will 
bring my diſcourſe. to-two heads; ſhewing, Firſt, what the 
Magiſtrate mult zor do, Secondly, what he muſt do. 
: What the Magiſtrate muſt ot doe. . 

Firſt, Magiſtrates muſt not doe what is good in their own 1. 
eyes: Your wiſedome, reaſon, and will,muſt-not be the rule 
of your proceedings herein, but the revealed will of Chri, 
by which you are to be guided, Deus. 47. 38. when the King 
ſitteth upon the throne of his King dome, he ſhall write him a Coe 
pie of this Law in a bock, &c. Nor may Magiſtrates prefer rear 
ſons of State | as they are called ] before reaſons of Religion 
J held forth. in Gods word, 
| Your wiſdome and reaſon in matters of the Common- 
wealth Is regula regulars, but in matters of religion, regals 
regulaia : every pin of the Tabernacle was appointed. 
Secondly, Nor are they to;give themſelves up tofollow the "YE 

Diftates of other men whatſoever, till the Word ſhow it to be 
| their duty : they are to-inform themfdves from the Word, 
Deut. 17- 18. | This head was improved againſt the Popith 
Clergy, who binde the Civil Power to execute what they de- 
-CEFINLNC> 
| -  » Thirdly, NerdoI1 find a warrant for Magiſtrates tocom- 3 
| pel any to the profeſſion of truth, Pſe!. x 10. His people a wil» 
ling people. To Order what men ſhall believe, is to exerciſe 
Dominion over mens Conſciences : It is One thing to cauſe 
the people to attend the means, and another tomake them : 
believe the trath, the firſt they muſt doe, burnot theſecond : = 
Faith is Gods gift= It is one thing tohinder ldalatry, and 
blaſphemy ſpreading , another thing to. make people oe« 
i= pots. ar - me. ng f _ 

_ Sed mec xeligionis eft cegere religianem, que ſponte ſuſoips 
beat, vom vi. Terval, ad Scap. fe ELL 
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General rulcs. 


Particalsr 


Nova & imnandite eft ifta predicatio, qug verberibus exigit 

fidew, Greg. | 

Fourthly,neither-may Magiſtrates deprive the Lords people 
of any one ofthe priviledges he hath bought with his Moot: | 
in civils, when reaſon require,they may: but not in religion. 
What he hath left indifferent, they muſt leave indifferent ; as 
if the Lord ſhould appoint his ſervants ſuch cloths, colours, 
dayes, &c. and the teward hinders, the ſteward is 'now a 
Lord, not a fellow ſervant. 

Fifthly, Nor muſt the Magiftrate deny that Indulgence, 
Toleration, to all the Lords people, in their weakneſſes, whi- 
ther of Judgement or Converſation; which Chrift would have . 
his Saints exerciſe one towaris another.” 

Now I come to the ſecond queſtion, Poſfitzvely, what muſt 
they Doe ? 

Anſo. 1willlaydowntwogenera! rules; then T will cone 
to ſome particular rules. The general rules are theſe, 

Firſt, As all men in their Callings muſt order their buſi- 


© neſſe ſo, as the way to heaven may be moſt promoted in 


themfelves'3nd thoſe which relate unto them : So the Mazi- 
firates in ordering and regulating the peace, trade, and all 
mtereſts of the Commonwealth, are to doe it fo, thartall be 
ſabſerviertt eo Chriſts greatIntereſt, that his:people-may be 
promoted in their way to eternal life. This is lixe to Chrilt :- 
Eph. x. 22. who i« head over All things to the Church. 

Secondly, To take Care that all the Lords Inticutions be 
Obſerved ; what he hath appointed to be'done, they mult 
ſee it done, . The Heathen King hit it right, Ez'« 7. 25. 
Whatſoever is Commanded by the Gol of Heaven Let it be dilt- 
gent! y don fo « 

' . They are to look co the preſervation: and reſtauration of 
Rebigton-: -as the PhyStian either aimes at the preſervation, 
or:reftaucation.- of: health: ' And in ſubſerviency to theſe, 
tocome to particular rules; i (L330 10 YE 35 706 

Ficlt, they are x60 doe as Fehaſpavbat, 2 Chron; t7.' and 
Hezekiah 2 Chron;29, Thatſent forch according to Gods 
Order, approved, faithful NY" wb by whom truch of reli- 
waclh f  glon- 
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in matters of Religion vindicated. = 

gion, puritic of worſhip, wayes of holineſs, may be publi- . 
ſhed, cred and” whatſoever is'contrary 0 foe and 

wholeſome dofrine; and Godlinefle, may be diſcovered, 

confuted, reproved : and with the ſame Hezekiab 2 Chroy.30, 

they are to ſpeak comfortably to thaſe' who teach the good 

knowledge of the Lord. 

Secondly, In order to this, they are to er. &, main; aine, 

Schooles, and Univerlities, and toallow unto the Miniſters, 

honourable maintenance ic being Gods expreſſe Ordinance, 

r Cor. 9.14 rthar-they which preagh the Gefpel ſhould live of 

" G:ſp:l. They are Nurſing fathers, then they mult provide 

read. | 
Q. Wheace or how ſhall this mainteaance riſe, and be piovis 

ded ſhall they who may not compeil men 16 the faith, car pell them 

ro maintain Minifiers ro preach the faith? E23- | 

 Anſu., The publique proviſions by Glebes, Tythes, and Here he tooke- 
ſich publike ſtpendia alrtady ſerled by Jaw, whereof the ma-' _ —_ 
giſtrates are the publike Feoffees; and which are not the peo= wir. 50.1 gi 
ples [.and for v hich going and i:luing out of their Jands and [though an 
Jabours , con!1deratiorr is had, and abatement made _in-a}l enemy to the 
plrchaſes atidJetting of Jinds, asfor a ent charge,:or rates Minifiry ] had 
for the por, and therefo:e rio-more- to be:coumed burdens _— 
fom? or oppreling, nor contention to bermade about theniz ; 
then' any the forementioned charges.:] Theſe if good order 
were taken to ſee them paid; would go very far. to help, and 
what isJacking :the-Magiitrates cannot want means to-main- 
tain the Minifters of theGofpe!, more then the Minifters of 
Srare, if there be a will toft'; we fee you cart doe itro whom 
you pleaſe. - + 0 (:.3.-: irrorgNe a 
Thirdly, They may Command and Order:the people: ta 

come and attend upon the Miniſtry of the Word, as the 

means inftitnted by Chriſt for their:inſtruXion to lalration, = 
[t is one thing toofder thetn whatthey (halt belizyzz-anather — 
thinz to order'then-roOwait? uponthe means:: All ;grant "= M 
the civil Mapittrates' may:calfpublike Aſſemblies, «to hear 

their Proclan41t10n, and 3tatures, Kc .read;: it they may 

call 4 whole Ton to/hcara Law; then mudyinv2et may 
MID2!n » B3 chey” 
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' they call: them and: cirder- them 40. let Gods Lav's. 
Fourthly, Wher pccple have declared thernſc]ves to be a 
willing people, and. profeſſe to embrace the Lord and his 
wales, then may the Magiſtrates engage them by Coverants, 
Eirring themup'in a Moralway : thus Gil the godly Kings 
of 7Judab, though they Compelled none w bacome profelytes,. 
yet when they were become ſuch, they engaged them as well 
as:otker Iſraelites, by Oaths, Covenants, Curſe, to walke 
worthy of the Lord : And this you doe now (ineffeR) in 
Commanding Fafls to be kept, wherein the Covenant is 
renewed .$ic. F = 
Fifthly, It belengs to the Magiſtrates, to rejet corrupt 
and unworthy Minifters; for it cannot ſtand with the faiths 
fulneſs cf Nurſrag-fathers to Commit their Nurſe-children to 
ſuch as will Rarve, or poiſon them, Ezek. 34. By corrupt 
Miniſters, Idoenot mean ſich as labour uader any inficmi- 
ties, for whois Gaifficient then ? But I mean ignorant, erro- 
neous, ſcandalous, ##/averry Salt ; thus Samae! viſited from 
ns, Rare edoulldones dad 
Sixthly, T to-prevent, and pull down Idoſatry, 
' Superſtition, bein ſpiritual adultery,, and eſteemed by God 
, asthedefiling ofthe marriage hed: this was ſo charge 
Magiſtrates, and ſoprafifkd in the old Teſtament, that the 
uprightyeſſe of their hearts was judged by.it : And in the 
New Teftament itis foret6ldythat as the ten Kings come into 
the Lord Chrift, [they ſhall hate-the:Whone, her deſo- 
late, eat her fleſh, burn hex with fire, Revel. 17. q 
' Seventhly, On the:famg account, they ought to doc the 
like by blaſphemics and other damnable doftrines:: the 
ſpreaders whereof are termed Dogs, evil workers, Wolves, and 
are not to be tolerated byiaithful ſhepherds,i.e. Magiſtrates; 
the Office of a Nurting#ather ties him as well to prevent his 
childrens poiſon, as toprayide them bread. heſc.. 
no ether Tolcration: then ſuch works amongſt which 
Gangeen Ngrene, 
Thirdly, 


' Secondly, Fheſc arecallcd a Leprolic, .2 


ALS. OS 4 


in matters 0 f Religiow,vindicate d. 


Thirdly, Thefe cauſe the __ etuch to be blatphe- 
m:d , make refigion a'vain thing: There is a heavy 
charze agiint the Church of Thyatir. for tolerating 
of Fezabel, Rev. 3. an1icivill not be alight one againſt 
the Wagiltrares, if they (hall colepats, fee. 
Which way to-paniſh theſe is nat ſo ealie a queion : [as to 
firaple Herefy]Bicif mn will fpread chemfchenthe quiftion 
is not ſo hard. As if a Plyyfitian ſhould-hold (ach drugzs 
are fit for m2n8 bodies, waich yet are poyfontul, the Magi- 
ficate would notpunith him for this; but if chis Phyſitian 
will adminiſter and iſe thoſe draggs inhispraftiſe, then the 
Magiftrate'miy 1on-licentiate him. Sohere | 
If Mugiftrares would confciencionlly andreally diſcoun- 
x:nane: ſach men, it would go far, both for prevencing, and-. 
SR—_— them: for commonly they takeup ſuch Opinions, 
to ferve their own- belies, * ambition, to: ſerve men and fa- 
by nog if they were made infamous,they would as faſt lay 
own. > PART ns 10 
ObjcAion: But will not this expoſe Gods pepple rd perſecu- 
tion, there arc ſo few Migiftrates good, and if their Conſcieuces 
be maiſinformed, what then?” IG 
Heſwer. Firſt, This objection was fall as ftrong in the old 
Teſtament, yer then iewas Mice duty;none queſtion. 

'” Secondly, Itholds as mach agiintft the Authority of Pa-- 
rents i dreting of their children; or Maſters their ſer- - 
vants, becauſe many may b= ſuppoſed, andare wicked, yer 

is Rill 4 duty incunt>ent on them, and 'praiſc-worthy In 


4 Thirdly, The Inconvenience under Feroboens, Bcc. was - 
foreſcen'by the Lord befor: ke mide his Laws, yeric did not 
Fn agar the goilly Kings of Fudab 
art Nt <iftexces Gonfience is notithe rule far 
t o þy, butlet the Maghtraicilooke xo havethis Con- - 
ſcare right wformdfromthnr>yd of Gal, which is his 
rele; then $8L wy to-011 mmte walc DBrdevly, cannatbe 
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| © "Thus:ifav Mr; Marſhals -for (be Application of big point,be 
gave it not:ta me, nor did T deſire;it :- Theſe Headsof his Ser- 
01 being .but ſhort [\ yet clear.enough to:an Intelligent head} 1 
; ſhall defire 120 add ſome'Notes hon theſe Heads, tending to 
clear them, aud 1 truft:not. unprofitable 19 1he Reader. 
v 7; HOLESLD 2115 C1 STII 4G 0 01. V7 ring \/ 
ef FHither the Civil Magiſtrates Power reacheth tamat- 
" | ters of Religion, ismnot;a queſtion firſt ſtarted intheſe 
-rrodt7efome times. :/Vtenbegardus [and his followers] from 
Hut. $5 x8. ang other S$cripwres which he thinks make 
10 kts p1urpoſe; eogcther with the examples, of Moſes, :Zoſbne, 
&c. thinks the Civil Magiſtrate-is fo much concerned in mat- 
ters of Religian, - that he: atttemech' the Care of Religion 5s 
cit: fly c audi the bigheſt degree,committed to bim .immediately 
Fram: God, bat not: tothe Minyflers ivonediately, but in the name 
- «rib an deritbe Magoſtrate 1 fo that the Mag iftr ate doth teaghitbe 
-pdop lei by: thin dfurifiers afctheLhurth, and the Miniſters doe their 
a&s a% ſub Ma aty. | mic. 
]t was ſuppoſe that the putting in of thoſe words into 
the Titleof our Kings, wext and immediately under Chriſt ſu- 
preame Head and Governour, did lean this way.and gave of- 
| fncexto'the Orthodox abroad -Gelviy Calls them. ancenſi- 
derate men. who:did-it,:; and: fhith they. were.blaſphemgus 
when they Called him; the ſuypream Head of the Ghurch-un- 
. der Chriſt; hoe ſemper we gruaviter yulnerevit, lailth be + Bug 


_ 2Dr. Reynilds antl Nowell took off that offence afterward. . 


ni :Toe Papiſts: or the other fide that they; may;holdyp.the 

Authority of their Pope, and keep the Magiſtracy fram med- 
:ling with their Clergy;; together with ſome Heretichs:yho 
would have liberty . to hold and-vent-their wicked'Concep- 
tions, theſe Have 'ſhat- the Magiſtrates quite out,. they maſt 
| have rothing to doe in the matters gfceligipn.; ;.onely; the 
Papiſts wiill-give theyjſo-niuch-honourjas tobe the Paecu- 
-tioherb4the decrees dftheir Ehurch. 291 214 ye ON ©? eric 
:i;! The Orthodox Jogk on boththeſe ;as auſams, :proying 
:and that witli firength enough,” that che. Mindfiers, of .the 
Church receive their power immediately -fram-Chriftz . not 
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n matters of Religion,vindicated. 


from the Magiſtrate : yet withall they ſtrongly. prove both 
againſt Papiſts and Hereticks, that he is not excluded from 


having power about matters of Religion. 


Our Author hath given ſeven Reaſons te prove the latter, 
and 1 doubt not but they will appeare to be reafons to ra- 


tional men : Some ſcruple there may be about the 


fourth, 


which was the cauſe why he would not Print his Sermon as 
L have hinted in my Epiſtle to the Reader. But yet toclear 
our Author, this I will ſay for him; he did not intend to (ide 
with Mr. Ccleman and Mr. Huſſey, in their judgement about 
the Civil Magiſtrate, v.&. that, Zeſws Chriſt as Mediator hath 
ſubſtituted and given Commiſſion to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate to 
govern the Church in ſubordination to him : or that he isa Go- 


vernour in the Church Vice Chriſti, Theſe Mr. Galleſpy op- 
poſe. I never heard him publikely, nor privately own any 


{uch thing, that text in Epheſ. n. 22. which he quotes, lead 
him bo, other texts | to what he hath ſaid. That rext he 
handled largely in the Countrey upon the Le&ure daies, and 
while I viewed over ſome Notes I took from him, I ſaw e- 
nough to Convince me he was far from their judgement. 
| will give the Reader a talte. For his Analiſis-*There is 
« 4 double Dominion Chriſt hath by ſitting at the right hand 
«of his Father,ver. 20. 1. A Dominion over all Creatures. 
« 2, Over his Church : The firſt is laid down in three ex- 


« preflions. 1. He hath lifted him up above all, &c. 


2. Put 


«all under his feet. 3. Gave him to be Headover all. The 


«ſecond is Jaid down in two expreſlicns. 


« Firſt, That he hath a headlſhip over this as his body : 


a 


« political Head he is to all, but they are not his body as his 
« Church; to which he is, q. 4. a natural Head, Secondly, 


c« Tt ts his fulneſſe. 
« Apain, Theſe two Dominions are laid down 
« double Confideration. | Vat 
« Firſt,” What they are ſimply in themſelves. 
« Secondly, What they are in relation one to 


under a 


anCcther, 


<« What is it to'the Church that Chriſt is head of the world? 
« and What to the World that he is head over the 


Churchg 
<« what 


Aaro. 10d. P. 
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Ort. 18. 


©; what are they better or worſe? He hath given bim to be head 
over al things To the Church. The ſame relation then that 
'& there is between Medixm and Finis; the Church hath nor 
& onely more of his heart and love, but A! ſubſervient to his 
* Church ; were it not for his Charch, he would not foule 


© his fingers with the world. Then drew up a generall 


W Dodarine. | 
&DoAarine. Chriſt having kini.hed the work of our Rc» 
<« dempticn, hath now commi.ted to him the Dominion 
&« and Lordthip over all Creatures. | 
© One diſtinftion 1 muſt premiſe. ' A double title Chriſt hath 
©5:t0 this Lordſhip. Firſt, Ntural, as the ſecond perſon of 
the Trinity, this is his eſſential right, and not meant here, 
* Sevondly, Delegated, as Mediator, _ as a reward of his 
'* ſafferings : this is a power immediately to execure, the 
THveraign Authoricy over the Creature. © This power be- 
*canſe fon: queſtion, 1 will prove : Rom. 14. 9. Met. 28,18. 


. © pþj1.2.6,7;3,9, 10,11. verſes, Pſal. 8. 4. compared with 


« Heb, 2.6, 7, $. befid-s Prophetical predi&ions, &c. 

& Then he opened, wherein this Dominion ſtood : his 
"*third head was this. There are Conſtituted by Chriſt, 
«pmwers, gifts, Authorities; omnes ſpecies Magiſtratus : and all 
«Governments, what power ſocver they have, is from him, 
« His Church-Officers de not belong t9 this, Thus much he. 
Whence, if the Magiſtrate and the Church-O-ficer come un- 
der different Dominisns of Chriſt as Mediator, then though 
he doth maintain the Magiſtrate to be under Chriſt as Me- 
diator, receive hispowzr fron him, 8c. yet it will not fol- 
low that he governs the Church Vice Chrifts, for the Church» 

Officer com2$sander ativther Dominion. | 
When Greg. N:z. would afſwage the anger of th: Prefi» 
d&nt, nd told him;that be did zot rule with Gbrift, govern the 
Gommmmwealth with Cbrift, that be received bis: {ward from 
Cbrift, &. I knowniot bache m:ant Choiſtas Emenuel ouc 
M=diztor,but yet Greg. did not think che Pcefadent ruled the 
Chitroh weder Chtit. Yethence will follow what oar Aa- 


thordoth infer, Thi fincz the Magiſtrate is thus undezc 
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in matters of Religion vindicated. 13 
Chriſt, that it is his duty to take care of Chriſt his Church, 
and doe what in him lye that his Maſter Chriſt be ſetup in 
his dominions, for the Church is that he minds more then 
Commonwealths, and theſe for the ſake of that. 

Give me leave to enlarge upon that which our Author in 
the fixth reaſon hath onely named : The Heathers care about 
religion. It is great ſhame to thoſe who have the light of 
Scriptures, to deny that to be the Magiſtrates duty which 
thoſe who had but the light of nature could ſee to be their 
duty : who knows any thing of the Perſian, Grecian, and 
Koman Vagiſtrates, and knows not the care they took about 
their Religion : ſhall the Turke take more care for his Ma- 
homet,then a Chriſtian Magiſtrate for his Chriſt ? 

When Ariftotle would reckon up the requifites for a Com- py |... cg, 
monwealth without which it could not be, he numbers ſix. 7s wet x3 
Food, Arts, Arms, money, and (that faith the Philoſopher S507 iwygr- 
which I ſhould have named firſt )Care of Divine things| which M4 1» x&5 
they call'the Priefth:od}] Juſtice : and fo ſummes them up in M* 599 fare 
the.end of the chapter, tHnsband men, Artificers,Military men, 

Rich men, Prieſts, Judger. When God would unravel the 
Commonwealth of Iſrael, Iſa. 3. 1, 2, 3. how many of theſe 
which Ariftorle hath mentioned he doth threaten to remove. 

Thele perſons had need goe to School to Plato, Ariſtotle, 
and Txly, to know their duty. 

Objettion. Chriſtians are not to learn their duty ſrom the 

light of nature, but the light of Scripture, 
Anſwer, In the matters of faith, things which we know 
onely by Divine Revelation, As about mans Redemptian, 
The Trinity, &c. there indeed we cleave onely to the Scri- 
pture, natures light can ſbew-us nothing here. But if we 
come to other moral duties, certainly they doe not.under- 
ſtand what Natures light is that make ſo little of ic : { though 
Scripture light doth not crofſt natures light in.this, for the 
Scriptures alſo ace clear to proveithe Magiſtrates Care, 8&c. | 
Rowe. 2. 14. the Gentiles that had not the Lew did by nature the 
' Ihingscomained mthe Law. There was a law of nature thac 
did teach. them many ings of the Law of God wales. 
2- c 


— 
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the The Civil Magiſtrates Power 
The law offatur:; is ba: tet Diviaz law Implanted by the 
Author of nature}: cznitur2 of allman; Fake t1e moral 
lay tritly, and lay by the foarch Com nid men, waar 
doth it differ from th> law of naur>? ; 
I wilnozmed. A moral law ſay ſom: of 01 Divines, Is ſuch a law which 
dic with thac i therefore Comm ended becauſe it is 3.94, an4 is 2191 therefore 
Crear qieſtion god meerly bxcauſe it is commmlel | is the Gena law.) 
ge x The 209 4xefs in 2 moral law for which it is therefore con. . 
flam o& bonnm mand= 4 is; thar Comely ſurablea ff ani meetneſs in the thing 
entecedinrer a4 Command nity Dunzenatureasys t19:1al,or unto mrty as rati- 


Fu » Brrationw! : underſtanding,;; br reaſIy neither blinded 
| *nog Pirag or Cotrapte C\ T4y 70 #22g ry A0Y0”7 73» 9:9zy Try ak 22TH pact Toi 

is doeent, Gem. Aex. 1]. gc I3.pe tl. 
Dium mn vets Accordin 370 this rule exam'n: on» qteſtion, an] {2 if the 
res Juia bong Maiziſteate b F 
ſuat, ſedeas efe The Chri:tian Magitrats kno vs GoJto be the eru2 God, 
Des | ng oF and Jeſus Chriit che Redzzmer ; he believes in this God and 
| _ fay our Ghriſt, and «nows he cules und:r this God, 


[ iſtratz rakes care that 
in atiombug x. God and Chrit whom he knows and b2lieves in,be allo 
Divinis priuſ- 


 gzew Solunty; Made known and as much as in him lieth be believedin?doth 
| +olnAy right rexſon judge that this Maſtiftrate hath performed his 
mhil eff jaftum duty co Go4 an 4 Chriit, and may give a comforable account 
aife quia v2li- (0 him though he nezlet; this ? 
_—_— OPT. Magiltrate having the higheſt Powerſundzr Chriſt] 
fit jultum ho) hea, 
rt viitum, O%t the pzople whom hz rules, a pow:r of lif- and death | 
by: pitint qua- | regularly] and b7 his power my doe very much for the 
tenus 4ſepien- (ettin 5 UP of the ho1our of God and Chriſt amangt his peo. 
fcheir chiefrulers 


te divine di- ple, [commanly follo wing the exam ple o 
; pope :ng, oth right reaſog ſay this Magiſtrate ſhoulq not take Care for 
"Up p. 228. the chings of God 5nd Chriſt ? 


Rhez. Apol. Again this Mygiſtrate knows that in the knowing and 
345- Brad- b2lieving in this God and: Chriſt cont hi 


s$ own good, <. [ 
ward.231. 233 and the 2924 of all mn ; doth then right reaſon lay that this — . 
$94. Magilteats, wh J1s 4 Mmiſfter of Gad for the GooJ of his people, 


KM, 13: 4. doth take care tor the G-2d of his People, - who 


takes 


bm. 
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in matters-of Religion, y-ndicated 


takes nd: care that all th: pzople uader him dos come to 
know and b2lieve in this Gol and Chritt, that they alſo may 
bz happy with him? Let any man wio hath righz reaſ24 lefe 
in him then ſez, whicher thac Muigitracz be nat a great {in- 
n2r agaia't the in2ral law of God, who doth not theutmolt 
that in him licth to promate the Inter2it of God and Chriſt, 
among{t thoſ: ovzr whom he rileth, tacre being the ſame 
eround for this daty that is for any ocher. 

Som: Lawyers recon Religtin am ng thoſe things which 
pertain to thr? Law of N+t:16a5,, becauſe by Natures guidance 
we l-arn there is 4 God, ani that this Golought to be wor-. 
(ripped : Shall then Chriiians who, tave. both the light of 


_ nature am of Scripture. and both agreeing.in the Magiffrates 


duty about Religiun, deny it ? | 

Shall I draw another reaſon to: prove the Magiſtrates 
Duty, &c. The beſt, way for the Magiſtrate to: procure Ho- 
ejty among{t his people, yea and a good way to eſtalilh his, 
own power, is to endeavour, that his people may Iivein Goz- 
linefl. For Honeſty it is clear, for who ſhew more Ho- 
neſty in their converſations, then thoſe who have moſt Godli- 
eſs, in their hearts» If men be right in the firſt table, they 
will be in the {-cond ; the Magiſtrates are not much treubled 
with theſe. | 

For the ſecond thing, experience hath proved it, that the 

Magiſtrate h«th had nzed of the Minjters pen to maintaine 
his power in the Conſciences of people, as w:ll as th: Mini- 
fters have hadneed of his Sword to defend them againſt un- 
con{cionable people. How many pages have the Miniſters 
pen filled in defence of the Magiltracy againſt the Anabap- 
tits ? whenceit was truly ſaid by one of our ableſt Lzwyzrs 
in his charge at the Aſlizes, were it but for our own ſelves| 1.0. 


the upholding of the ;Magilſtracy.,] we:had need uphold the 


Miniftery. .' ' 
For that Deut.17.19.3text commonly brought to prove chat 
theMagilirate is keeper of both Tables;andVtenho7ardx[ whom 


I named before] draws it to-uphold his Opinion,..othzrs . tholick Epi. - 


wave it, thinking it related only to the Kings own perſon. 
- | G3 | ._., But 
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The Civil Magiſtrates Power 


*'See him alſo 
ig his Epiſttc 
ro-che ſame 
King, before 
his commen- 


Four of _ 
F* efic he 
nth di- 
vers things 
and applics 
them to the 
Kiog. 


'2 Pet. 2» Ls 


tary on I{cjab; fore of Hezeckiabs Carriage toward God,v. 5.and the matters | 


But the Kings ations and the Verdi of the Scripture 
concerning thoſe ations, beſt interpret it ; we fee they did 
meddle and that much in matters of rel:gion, and they are 
commended for fo doinz:2 Kij4.18.6. the text had ſpoken be- 


of Religion in ». 4. and this text ſaith, be kept the Come 
111ndements which the Lord Commanded Moles. Then it ſeems 
Hezekivb took himſelf tobe Commandedto do what he did. «1 

Fcr thoſe who u ould yield it to theſe becauſe they were 
Types, &c. our Author hath anſwered before : I add onely, 
K 146: re «ſor ſaith there Is as much need of ſuch afts of the | | 
Magiſtrate now as then ; for mens hearts are as vile now as 
then, as apt to corrupt the worſhiÞ of Godjnow as then, and 
the text faith plainly, there will be de»1mable Herefies, and 
ſhall not a {tian Magifirate regard damnable Hereſies ? 
belides, Chriſts Kingly power reacheth Hoxefy | hope as | 
well as God/inefl, if therefore they being Types or Chriſt his 
Kingly Office, ours maſt now ceaſe meddling with Religror, 
by theſame reaſon alfo with Hoeſty, and Commit all tothe 
King Chriſt, This were excellent Divinity ! 

Lhave heard of ſome who have been numbred amongſt our 
Grandees that would yield, that the Magiſtrate was berind 16 
pull down Antichriſt, but not to ſet up Chriſt, This is a new | 
and I conceive a Vain diſtinftion, Puff down Antichriſt? 
What then ? Let Mahbuaniſme, Heatheniſme, Judaiſme, 
ſpread and over run the Nation, Chrift muſt ſhift for himſelf 
it ſees ! but doe they think: the Magiftrare is honnd, then [ 
firely by aCommand: Tffo, doth the Command bin4 one'y | 
to the Negative, and not the Affirmative part ? this is ſtrang. : 
Aſa did not think ſo, 2 Chroy. 13. ver.3. he anſwers the nc- 
earive part, verſe 4. the affirmarive. | 1 

But I doubr this diftin&tion was takenup to ſerve ſome'6- ; 
ther deſignes. Antichriſt they muſt pul] down, howelſe pull | 
down all the Hicrarchy,' art afl the'Minifters Ordatned by mw 
tliem ; how ſhall we gerfuch and fuch things into-our fingers 
that arc of great worth, but ſer Antichriſt = thchead of 
theſe men and thingy, tes down go all tie Yackotonts, and 
the profits are ours. Ne But 
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ſtrar2 is concerned in matters of R2ligion ; for we find laws 
mad? in ref2r-nce to every Command of the firſt table. In- 
deed we could wih ther wzre more, and that there were 
| not ſome cthing* granted, which do under-mine thoſe which 
| are made. Yearthe ſuprem? power have called the people of 
| this Nation together, to humble themſelves in ſolemn daies 
of Faſting and Prayer, and amongſt other Cauſes, becauſe 
of 'Jer:fies, men growing weary of preaching of the G:ſpel, and of 
the Ordinances of Chriſt, this ſhowes that the Magiſtrate is 
| Concerned : theſe things I conceive to be true. 
| Firſt, Though every {in 4n its own nature deſerve hum- 
blin2, yet to hav: a Nution called tozethzr ſolemnly thus, it 
hath not been for {ins of a (mall (ize;they are fins commonly 
in Folio; as for thoſe infirmitics of judgement or praft 
which Chriftians are bound to bear with each other in, 
| Lacely theſe are not the Cauſes of ſack ſolemn daies, muſt I 
| bear with that, which | mutt keep a ſolemn day of Faſting 
and Prayer to ſeek Go = ? Teonceive npts 
| | Secondly, Tf the Magittrate finds ſach evils as to Call the 
- Nation thus, then ſurely he hath ſome power, and is band 
* Xo put forth that oy to help to remedy thoſe evils ſofar 
as he can: it they be evils from God upon us, Plague;Famine, 
Warr, 8c. yet if it lye in his Compalf: te dec any thing for 
the good of the Nation,he will and miſt doe ic : then as well 
if chey be evils of fin from apeople again!t God, he is to doe 
; wiat he can, or fe ach Fafts are not righcly-kept nor can 
the Magiſtrac have peace. 1ncverhzard of a Magiſtrate 'that 
did otherwiſe, if right. Truc Exre was a Pricit;he Fafted; bar 
1 find not that he GCommanided or Called the whole Nation 
inſach a ſoletm-muner;y but as he Fiſke and Prayes becauſe 
[ of a fingfo he put forth power toremal 7 thatiin, bepaoig ec. 
| Why then docs: it not as well belong ito the Civil' Magi- 
te? Þec. | EFT a 26s 7 
ww Authothrvingproveſ thu 31hathCommndre: 
:che Magieato: the Care of R Higion; now h:ws us whar its 
Gad hath Committed, 'and for chamcſt Naito thewortiult 


"Bir leaving theſe, our ſtate hath declared that the Magi- : 
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_ what he hath 4r-Committed.. For his firſt and fourth, had 
the ſupreme power of Englund her-tofore obſcrved thoſe 
rwes, Engliſh ground hag not ſucs-:! in ſo much blood as 
now ithath, For his {ec04d, as he liita laied it down, there 
is no doubt of ic ; ſomething I night move here, but I will 
bring it in afterwards. 

For his Third; all men ſpeak not as our Author : I will 
not inquire what the Papiiſts ſay to this, I heard enough of 
their Inquitition when was in Spaize, to know the Romilh 
judgemznt: -] find qur own Divines affirming that the Ma- 
giſ-r are may Compel men toembrace the true Faith, and Reli- 

gion, Altingus, Perkzgns, Bucanw, &c. they are many that 
are.of this judgement, and quote Luke 14. 23. Compel, &c. 
but this fore will never prove it. Fa»ſenizs a Popiſh Author, 
opening the text, comes at laſt to the Magiitrate, with pri- 
ſons, death, &c;. to compel, but yet acknowledgeth that {1nce 
the parable. ſpeaks of thoſe who were without the Church, 
therefore, Church-Excommunications, and Magiſtrates com- 
pulizon is not here [chiefly, no nor at. all | meant. Stella, a- 
nother of thofe Authors, 'opens the text without menticning 
any thing of the Magiſtrate ; he ſhews two waics how God 

Deum poſſe '0b-3 Compels: men, and that is excellent compuliion indeed. 

jefturn libertati I» | Often dendy voluntati noſtre tantum boyum, wut non poſſit ton 

bt« proponere appetere.ilad. 3, Removendo & abſconcendo.omne malum, O& 

fon _ cum obj:um voluntaty fit bonum, tantum bonum poteſt volint- 

luntatis tunc <0 1epreſertare, ut non poſſit nou amare il'ud_ quod widet bo- 
efſe Rberum ne- #7, © c- who would not-be thus compelled ? 

aws, , But for our Divincs,. F ſee when they, come to anfwer the 

zt, Apol.Pp. arguments that are brought agginſtthis poſitian, they ſay n»> 

.'81. more/ in.cffe& then 'our Author bath ſaid. Means muſt .be 

-uſed, #.;e-; compel them to come to.aur Aſſemblies, t6 hear 

the Word, ,;and to:learne- the grounds of our Religion 

So Mr,iÞcrkius , Domineri fgets. oft : preſeribere quid 

fit credendum: cogere autem non eji adigere menten.ad fidem 

ejuſque:afſenſuny, ſts cogere loco mativam , ut, audiat vera do- 

Lac, Com. 10.2. rinam, caveat blaſphemias, & ſcanduls. Sic Alting, Tothe 

266, ſame-purpoſc ſpeaks. Buckanx ,j Non poteft \Cogere mentem ſed 
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Obje&ion. The Magiſtrate may compel in matters of Honeſty, 
why not as well in matters of Faith aud Religion. 

Anſwer, Firſt, He may and ought to compel to the means 
whereby faith is bred. | 

Secondly, The Duties of the fecond table being the finews 
of Commonwealths, are more manifeſt to natures light then 
choſe of the firſt; ro be ſure much more then thoſe things which 
we believe and know onely by Divine revelation. 

Thirdly, The Magiſtrate puniſheth the breaches of the ſe- 
cond Table, and forceth men that they ſhall not doe fo or fo; 
men {hall not ſteal, commit Adultery, &c. now thoſe vertues 
and vices being immediately contrary, he who is not, or doth 
not the vice, he appears to have the vertue. Thus far the Ma- 
giſtrate as our Author,and ſo our Divines grant, compels men 
they ſhall zot blappheme, they (hall xot vent nor ſpread their bere- 
fies 3 but to force them to believe a Truth is another thing. 

His fifiþ head hath more difhculty in it, the I:dulgence and 
Toleration which the Magiſtrate muſt give. When he ſaich Chriſt 
will have his Saints exerciſe the ſeme one towards another, TI ſup- 
poſe he means Chriſt would have his Saints to love each other, 
and not have Unity broken, buc Communion afforded , | as 
he-hath expreſſed his mind in his Sermox for the Unity of the 
ſaints, &c. | though there be weakneſſes in judgement and con- 
verſation; and if ſaints muſt doe ſo, then the Magiſtrate muft 
indulye and tolerate ſuch alſo. 

* Firit, Ic is certain there are and may be ſuch weakneſſes both 
in juJgement andpraiſe in people, to whom love and com- 
munion ought to be continued, unleſs we will have none to be 
fints, but thoſe who have the infallible ſpirit, and perfe&ion 
of grace, according to the .Yuakers dreams, Thoſe who are 
{trong have that duty laid upon them to bear the infirmities of 
the weak ; but gladly would I read that book where 1t were 
cleared how far I muſt go in affording Communion to men 
weak in judgement and converſation :.to ſay theſe weakneſſes I 
muſt tolerate, Chriit will have me exerciſe indulgence thus far, 
and no further. Some errors in pra&iſe we muſt bear, why 
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not then ſome errors in;udgement ? the Head is imperfe& as 
well as the Heert. Yet wefind ita harder martter to keep uni- 
tic when men differ in judgement, Whither, 

Firſt, Becauſe we are ſenſible of weakneſſes in our own con- 
verſations,we are paſſionate, &c. Well then may I bear with o- 
thers whoare ſo ; but for our judgements we conceive we are . 


Secondly, 'Men doe not uſe to defend themſelves in ſuch 
weakneffes, but doe more pray againſt them, and they are their 
burden if ſairits ; but they will defend their errors. 

Thirdly, For errors in praiſe. Saints do value the grace 
which is contrary to their corruption, and thoſe men who 
have attained beyond them, they Commend. But in errors of - 
judgement, men ſet high prices on their errors, and Condemn 
all thoſe who are contrary to their judgements. More cauſes 
I could give, but we find it hard to bear. 

Secondly, As the Faints muſt bear, ſo no doubt there are ſuch 
weakneſſes which the Magiſtrate ought to Tolerate. But whi- 
ther the Magiſtrate muſt or will tolerate, what ever a Church 
muft, I queſtion very much. I know our Author had Jarge 
principles this way, and I doubt not but ke took them up from 
the love he bare to Chriſts Image, which might be where yet 
were too many errors. If the error were-not in the Funda- 
mental points [ alas that ſomebody would once tell us what 
thoſe are, for 1 rook thoſe tobe Fundamental, which our times 
now deny] I know he would bear much. But ſuppoſe then 
Churches be overſpread with this error, that Chriſtians muſt 
not ſwear though lawfully called, and matters of great momene 
dependupon an Oath ? Suppoſe men der:y War | upon never fo . 

juſt grounds] to be lawful : Suppoſe, deny All Magiſtracy, | as 
we know the old Anabaptiſts did all theſe, and how many a- 
mongft us now | with divers more ſuch things, which will nor 1 
ſuppoſe come under the Fundamentals : I fay theſe errors 
ſpread abundantly, what will or what m14ft the Magiſtrate doe, 
indulge all theſe ? What ſhallbecome of the Nation, and Courts 
of Judgement ? Somethings we may gather from our Author 
which the Magiſtrate maſt not Tolerate. | 
Firſt, Not Idolatry, ſuperſtition, &c. | 
Secondly 
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Secondly, Not Herefie, this can claim no more Toleration 
then other works of the fleſh, Gal. 5. But if the braines of 
Chriſtians had been as much troubled when the Apoſtles writ 
to them about herefies as ours are now, they -had need have writ 
again. to the Apoſtles to explain what they meant by herefies, 
for they could not tell. = 

Thirdly, Not the contemners of the Ordinances of Chriſt. 
For he hath laid*it down as one of the things that God hath 

committed to the Magiſtrate, 10 take care that all the Lords Infti- 
tutions be executed : alſo thar he aft command and order the 
people to come and attend npn tbe Miniſtry of the Word, - But if 
the Magiſtrate Tolerate thoſe who caſt off the Inſtitutions of 
Chriſt, to what purpoſe doth he take care to ſee them executed? 
How can it be his duty to doe this, and yet his duty to Tolerate 
thoſe who throw them off? More I could gather : but let me 
ſpeak a few words about Toleration. It is true what Learned 
Mr. Norton faith, to Tolerate all things, and tolerate nothing, are 
both mtolerable. As of Toleration are but Mercurial Medi- 
cines to recover a fick ftate, but if the preparations of fuch Mes» 
dicines be not exquiſite, Mercurins ite [ as the Chymiſts call 
it | proves often Mercurius mortis. States had need look about 
them what they doe when they make As for Toleration in 
matters of religion, unleſs they think they muſt give no account 
for ſuch Atts. 

Firſt, Toleration, is, Me/orum of things that are evil, they 
are ſo reputed in the judgement of thoſe who doe tolerate 2 we 
do not tolerate good, but evil things. True, Toleration doth 
12t infer approbation[ though molt will think ſo]yet being they 
are evill, he that is Miniſter of Geod, muſt needs defire to tolerate 
as few of them as may be : | there will be evils, errors, inthe 
Churches doe he and the Churches what they can,. but when 
_ ; san Aﬀof Toleration for them, who takes care to heale 
caem Ip. 

Secondly, When States will make As for Toleration in 
matters of Religion, they had need have another A& go firſt, 
ze. todeclare what they wil NOT Tolerate: they had netd make 
good fences about the Vitals of Religion, or elſe we ſhall have 
errors ariſe that will threaten them allo : have we not experi- 
nce of it now ? + ED Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Rules for Toleration muſt not be taken from Per- 
ſons that appear to be godly ; that is, becauſe ſuch perſons are looked - 
upon as godly, therefore what Opinions they bold ſhall be tolerated, 
Becauſe David a godly man falls into adultery, therefore tole- 
rate that ſin? May not a man that is godly | at leaſt ſeems 
to be ſo, | fall into ſuch an errour of judgement, as neither 
Church nor State muſt tolerate ? I know no fach warrant to 
ſecure us, but when profeſſors grow wanton God may leave 
them to ſuch errors in judgement, as he hath left toerrors in 
praiſe. Alſo may not godly men be true and blamable cauſes 
of great Schiſme ? but yet becauſe godly, they muſt not be in- 
dulged. $2. | 

Fourthly, If b:cauſe Arguments can be breught toprove an 
Opinion, therefore ſuch an Opinion muſt be tolerated, then 
what Hereſte mult not be tolerated ? If a man will liſten to his 
own Atheiſtical-heart and carnal reaſon, there are thoſe who 
could bring arguments "_y ſtrong againft the Scriptures , 
Chriſts Divinity, his ſatisfa&tion, ſuch things as we call Fun- 
damentals, (if there be any) ; I-doubt not. but there may be 
ftronger arguments brought again{t theſe, then there are for 
ſome things wherein men cry for Indulgence, though they 
break the peace of the*Churches, and have brought us into this 
Confuſzo01. But if therefore thoſe Herelies ſhould be tuk raced, 
then let Churches and Religion go whither they will. 

Fifthly, Such DoQtrines and praftiſcs as the Churches of 
Chriſt ſince the Apoſtles daies have conſtantly condemned ; 
Churches, where ſoundnel{Fof dofrine, and holinefle in con+ 
verſat ion have met together, having alſo libertie to ſearch the 
mind of God, and to reform : what the'e have conſtantly con- 


demaned, I humbly conceive, that a State had need be cautious - 


in making Ads to Tolcrate ſuch doftrines and praGtifes : :and 
lam ſure there are too many ſich now Tolerated. 

. Sixthly, It had bezn much better for the Churches, to have 
yielded each to other fo far as they might, and tudied an Ac- 
commodationgrather then put the Civil power to make anA& for 
Toleration, which wanton fpirits look at but as an Invitation, 
to vent their own irothy and crconeous conceptions,being they 
have a law to back them, Jam notto this day ſatisfied, what 
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ſutficient reaſons can be given, why the Congregational and | 


Claſſical brethren might nor have joyned together, and ſtreng> \ 
thned each other, but thac through their diviſion the Nation | 
ſhould be as it is at this day. It the jetting of a godly Miniſter 


enjoy his own people, without taking them from him, would; 
have healed the breach, what an eafie Medicine had this been 
for ſo great a wound ? 

The text which our Author hath pitched upon faith, iz A! 
Godlineſi, A good Magiſtrate will look that this people may live 
in A!l Honeſty; One part wil not ſerve the turn,and if he couJd 
cauſe them to live in All godlinefſe alſo, it would be well for 
that people. | 

Seventhly, To dilpleaſe Thouſands of godly and ſound 

Chriſtians, for the ſake of plealing a few Chriſtians in do&rines 
and prattiſes corrupt,l conceive is no ſafe policie : whole ſpirits 
have ſhown themſelves more Turbulent, then thoſe for whom 
Taleration hath been pleaded ? 
' We havenow had experience what it is to live under Epiſcs- 
pal Perſecutions, and an Armies Toleration, which of theſe two 
have: proved the molt deltruftive to the power of godlinefſeI 
need not ſay. This onely I would fay, | and that not without 
ſome ſenfe of grief on my ſpirit] it is ſad that thoſe who lay 
clatm to New-England principles, thould fo A their part that 
men ſhould now ſay, and our poſterity hereafter believe it, That 
Independency ruined the Church of England. 

Then our Author, comes to his Peſetive rules ; and his ſecond 
general rule is, that the Magiſtrate takes care that all the Lords 
Inftitutians be obſerved. 

The word in the Original which we tranſlate godlineſl,fig- 
nifeth firſtly , the worſhip of God. A godly man *EvreCls, 
a-good worlhipper, qui probe c:lit & veneratur Deum: Godly 
Kings did {how their godlinefle in this point very much, put- 
ting down falſe worſhip, and ſetting up the true worſhip of 
God : while the Ordinances of God are maintained as they 
ought to be, God is known in the world : and much godlineſs 
isſhown in a due worſhipping of God. 

It we look back to the beginnings of our troubles,and recall 
what it was the Profeflors of Exgland would have had,let them 
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ak : when you were fain to get into houſes privately to keep 
alts. together, afraid that any ſhould ſee you, leſt the Biſhops 


'ſhould know it, why did you Faſt, why did you utter fuch ſad 


Complaints to God,why did your tears drop ſo,what was your 


burden ? Oh this Hierarchy, did fo Tyrannize over Gods 


faithful Minifters, ſaſpending, impriſoning, &c. they did fo 


_ mix their humane Inventions with Gods Inſtitutions, that we 
__couldnot have the worſhip of God according to the pattern, 
' but muſt wound our conſciences if pertake of the Ordinances; 
| What doyou delire of God ? why, that he would root up theſe - 


perſecuting Biſhops,and all the rabble that belongsto themthat 


. we may have none but Chriſts own Officers, & Ordinances pure 
- without this mixture, no Railes, Surplice, Crofie, &c. this was 


the bulinefſe why men thus prayed, and faſted ; and for theſe 


things the old ſolid Puritan prayed many yeers ſince, though 


died before theſe times; well, what thoſe deceaſed Chriſtians 
prayed for, and theſe living, God hath given this generation, 
Surely now thoſe Ordinances and Officers (hall be hi ly pri- 
zed, &c. But what are more deſpiſed? the Officers are but Ant;- 
chriſtazn- Blackcoats; any gifted brother is as good as theſe 
Prieſts; and for the Ordinances, Church-Diſcipline, ſinging of 
Pſalms, Infant-Baptiſme, theſe are none of Chriſts Inſtitutions; 
and forelder perſons water-baptiſme, is a needleſs thing if have 
the inward ; ſo the Supper, if have the thing lignihed, &c. that 
thus all are thrown off: would any man have believed ſuch hor- 
rid Apoſtafie ſhould ever have been heard of, principally from 
thoſe things, where their Prayers, Faſts , and tears, together 
with the old Chriſtians went ſo ſtrongly ? What,in theſe points 
Apoſtatize? what do thele things preſage ? : 
All Chriſts Inſticutions ſaith our Author, the Magiſtrate muſt 
take care for. So indeed ſaid the Perfpan Emperour,Ezre 7.23. 


. whatſoever xs Commanded by the God of Heaven, let it be diligently 


dong, 8c. But it ſeems the Lord hath No Inſtitutions now, 
they are all diſputed out. Church-Diſcepline, hath gone unque- 
ſtionably for an Inſtitution of Chriſt grounded on goed Scri- 
pture, till Ereftus had a mind to quarrel with it, but it ſeems 
God did befool the man, that whilft he talls our with the Or- 
dinance, his pen muſt write down ſeven ſorts of PROIneD 

ought 
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perſon muſt be debarred from All Ordinances, as faith Afr Prynne. ' Hearing of the Word 
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ought not to be eſteemed as members of che Church, and if 
there be any ſuch, they ought to be caſt out. 'And Mr. Pryune 


after his great ſtir, yet acknowledgeth, that 1 Cor, 5. wit. pro- ,,_ Pronzes 
veth Excommunication,* yea and more texts beſides that. his Vindicerzs 
of fear ſerious Queſtions, pag. 57+ [ to which book, and his Suſpenſicp ſuſpended, - he ofter 
referrs his Reader in his late bock, called a Legal Reſolution of two important Queries, &e 
tending to the caſting opr of many hundreds of godly Presbyrerians, as well as others ; 
but he never referrs his Reader to Mr. Gileſpics Aarens rod, &c. nor ever undercooke 
anſwer to him, that 1 can learn ] diflwades from that ſtrong defire many Miniſters have 
exprefled to have Church Diſcipline erected, and defended by rhe Magiſtrate, upon thi 
ground, becauſe the pratitcat po? of godlineſſe is genefally more evidently viſible in our E1 
liſh Congregations, where there hath been powerful preaching without the pradije of excommunied» 
tion or ſuſpenſ6:n from the Sacrament, then in the Reformed Churches of France, Germany, Den- 
mark ,or Scotland. Therefore the beſt way toreform ns .35, for Miniſters not-t0 draw out the ft 
of excommunication which will doe little good © but the ſword of the ſpirat,'the ful preaching 
of Geds word, and the ſward of the (vil Magiſtrate, which are onely able to effe#® this work, © 
Bur Firſt, The queſtion 1s, whither Church Diſcipline be an Inſtitution of Chrift ar 
nor; if it be, as Mr. Pryzne himſelf cannot deny, then the Miniſters may well ſeek for its 
and whence had Learned Mr. Prynne that Divinity rofay an Inſtitution of Chriſt will 


dee little good. | | 
Secondly It is true, powerful preaching the Lord hath bleſſed in Englend, but yet 
I. know thole powerful and converting preachers did ſuſpend ſcandalous perſons from 
che Lords Supper. I believe they had fewer —_ perſons at that Ordinance, 
then any of the Churches he mentions 3 neither did they depend upon Afr. 
Chaire to know what make men ſcandalous, however. he is pleaſed to call the 
ſters, Q#eviſh, ignorant, wilful, 8c. 
Thirdly, If Church-Diſcipline be joyned with powerful preaching, I hope one: 
Ordinance will not hinder another. ; 4 
Fourthly, I grant that Male-adminiftration, and the ignorgnce of people how to car-. 
ry themſelves towards excommunicated perſons, may hinder the efficacy of the Ordi- * 
nance; bur ler theſe be avoided, and the Ordinance is firted to do good, There have 
been ſuch who have been excommunicated, who have bleſſed God rhar ever they knew 
che Ordinance; and more experiences I could tell concerning this Ordinance, whar : 
ces it hath wrought in the hearrs of people. 
Fifchly, No more can be expected from this Ordinance then from others; God -* 
dorh nor bleſſe other Ordinances to the good of All thoſe who come under them. 
Sixthly, Why doth Mr. Prynne add which are Onely able to effe# this work? if cheſe 
rwo Swords be Onely able to doe the work 3 then che Sacraments are nor Converting 
Ordinances, nor will the giving the Lords Supper to Al advance our Reformation for 
which he ſo much contends. h # 
If God ſpeaks, Nature will teach, itis now the Creatures duty to heat : Nature alſo 
teaches it is my duty to pray to my Creator. Bur thar water in one Ordinance, Bread and ©: 
Wine in another Ordinance fhould ſignifie, ſeal, be Inftruments to convey ſuch things as + 
they doe, Nature is filent here ; whence I muſtſay wirh the Aſſembly of Divines, The © 
Beljever is the ſubje& of theſe laſt ; and it will not hold true that an excommunicared 


eached,and Proyer,belong to Natural worſhip,but the Sacraments to Inſtirure worſhip. 
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That which was once a Church- ordinance, remained ever 
ſo, unleſs God himſelf removed it ; but where men will prove 
the Tranſlation of this Ordinance from the Church to the 
Civil Bench in caſe the Magiſtrate prove Chriſtian, I cannot 
tell, One'of our Magiſtrates did attempt to prove ſuch a thing 
once to me by way of argument ; becauſe there zs 0 thing which 
falls under the Churches Cognizance as being an objedt for Church- 
Diſcipline, but falls under the Magiſtrates alſ». 

But I thought Chriſtian Magiſtrates would firit have brought 
a word of Scripture from Chrii!s mciith to have proveil the re- 
moving of an ſnſtitution, but 1 heard none : Then ſurely 
there is no great fear of the loſs of the Ordinance, if it muſt 
be loſt by Scripture. 

2. To the argument] anſwer, by denying the conſequence, 
that though the ſame things do fall under the Magiſtrates cog- 
nizance that dounder the Churches, yet it doth not prove that 
Church-diſcipline is removed, &c. 

1. I doubt not buc in the Primitive Churches there might 
fall out ſuch fins that the Heathens Courts might take hold of, 
[ for there was government then among the Heathen in matters 
of Honeſty, wherein yet ſome Church-members might be tar- 
dy | but that did not take off the Churches diſcipline. 

21y. Buttheend is very different : The Church in her dis- 
fcipline makes Kepentance her end; if the Delinquent be 
brought to that, the Church defires no more, nor can require 
no more. But doth the Magiſtrate require no more? is Repex- 
tance his end he dire&ly and firſtly aymes at ? I think not; 
but he aimeth at the fatisfa&tion of a Law made againſt ſuch 
offendets, to be a terror to others. 

3ly. If perfons come not to Repentance, the Church doth 

not proceed by Mul&s, Death, Priſcns , Bridewels, &c. which 
the Magiſtrate doth, yea though the perſon repents. If Re- 
pentance would ſave from death, abundance ſhould not dye by 
the Magiſtrate. The Church labours to bring to repentance 
[ which the Magiſtrate quz fic doth not, as not being his buji- 
nefſe] andif not, proceeds to Excommunicaticn, the perſon 
caſt out of the vifible Kingdome of Chriſt, and now reckoned 
in Satans Kingdome : This the Magiſtrate doth not, nor —- 

oe, 
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doe. Obftinacy in a fin and offence, is that the Church looks 

. at, as much and [moſt what] more then ihe tin it ſelte ; 
but ſo doth not the Magiſtrate ; for it is the at, the Law bro- 
ken , not obftinacy, (which is bur an Adjun& to the AQ] 
which the Law punitſheth. : 

4ly. The Magiſtrate deals not with the offender, by apply- 

ing the Law of God to him immediately, but ſich a Law made 
in ſuch or ſuch a Kings time, or ſuch an A& of Parliamenc, 
&c, but the Church meddles with no fuch things, but applycs 
the word and law of God only to the offender. 

5ly. The Church have a rule to proceed by- degrees; if. of- 
fences be private, to take one or two, goe and deale, 8&c. If 
can attain the end,Repentance, go not to the Chucch ; But this 
doth not belong to Magiſtrates Courts. 

6ly. The Church upon repentance receives a-man into -fel- 
lowſhip, 2 Cor. 2. - the members confirm their love, &c. Doth 
the Magiftrate- thus ? 121 3+ 750 

3.. Again I anſwer, by denying the Artecedent , namely, 
that nothing falls under the Churches Cognizance, but comes under 
the Magiſtrates alſo. There isnothing comes under the Magi- 
ſtrates Cognizance, but that the State hath made a law againſt: 
but I have not known of any laws made againſt /ying, filthy 
ſpeeches, Total negledi of religious worſhip in families, wicked car- 
riages of children to parents, with many more which might be 
mentioned, as Cover:nſnefl, when eyident notes of that fin reig- 
ning have appeared | which becauſe Mr. Pryane. ſcoffs at the 
Churches for, I could name to him a perſon that was caſt out of 
aChurch;and that was one of the chief cauſes, his covetouſneſs, - 
as the members told me.] Now the Magiſtrate meddlcs ,not 
with theſe, but I think no Church that is as it ought to Se, but 
will call perſons guilty of theſe, to. accounc ; an:! proceed, 
upon obſtinacy. 

This Ordinance then ſtands as an Inſtitution of Chriſt, and 
ſurely the Magiſtrate is to look tha: this be ovier'ed ; and if a 
chriſtian Magiſtrate would due ſervice to Chri:t his Church at 
ſuch a time as this is, next to the bridling of the rage ot firt- 
ous, irritional, erroneous, blaſphzmoas men, this would be a 
'worthy work, to ſtabliſh this —_— and that great Ordi- 
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nance of Cathechizing, for want of which we ſee the wotull 
Condition our Churches are fallen into. 

Obj. The Magiſtrate gives you leave to doe theſe, why do not 
the Churches do them ? what need of bim ? The Churches 
bave done theſe when the Magiftrate, was a Heathen, 

Anſw. In thoſe times when Chriftian, Few, and Heathen, di- 
vided'the-whole world, then the Churches could do more then 
now 'we can-: the Churches'then would admit none to baptiſm 
[ifadult] but firſt they' were well Catechized : we have 

- ſuch, as [ie by the name _—_— are a5 ignorant as Hea- 
thens;' antake themſelves to/be Church members, but, ſcorn 
to be Gatechizedi- FE uS | | 

2. There is difference to be put between times, when the 
Ordinances and Worſhip of Chriſt were had in high eftcem, 
and feared; according to their worthy: and theſe times when 
wanton corrupt men and Apeftares, have learned to defpiſe the, 
Ordinances of Chriſt, and grown fearlcfs ; our Apoſtates will” 
jeer atthat which then the Churches feared: : Caſt them out of 
a Church, they can fin a knot of corrupt Se&taries to receive 
them, and hold Communion with them, and what care they 
for 'Excommuinication ? [we fee they can: deſpiſe all: ordi- 
nances;] But it was notthus in-the Primitive Churches: + 

3- Surely a bare permiſſfen isnot ſufficient to diſcharge the- 

Magiſtrate, that he ſuffers the Ordinances to be ſet up; our Au-- 
thot faith he maſt take cere,$&c.which js more then-a permiſſion. 
The Perſian Emperour did-more then permit. 

Fourthly, It is true the Churches did obſerve theſe Ordi- 

' nances, when the Magiſtrate was a Heathen, bur then he did-: 
not his duty: ſhalt the Ehurch and Ordinances have no advan- 

4 tage by a Magiſtrate being Chriſtian? 

4 Obj. Bur what ſhall the Magiſtrate doe, when there are ſuch 
diſputes about Church-Government? one ſaith it is Epiſcopal; ano- 
ther Presbyterial; another Congregational; and the Magiſtrate 
cannot be ſatisfied himſelf which it is ; how then ſhall be rake care 
tbat this or that be ſet up ? 

Anſw:; Is the Magiſtrate indeed unſatisfied that he knows not 
which it-is ? I doubt it, 

For: the Epiſcopal: government, I ſuppoſe there needs no 
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words about that, the Magiſtracy hath ſufficiently declared a» 
-ainft that. 43, | 
The Bithops before allowed the Miniſters power to fuſpend 

from the Lords Supper, which is Excommunicatio minor in the 
eſteem of many. That the Biſhop would Monopolize the power 
of Excommunication, as if Presbyters might net doe ſach an 
At, is more then any Biſhop dare undertake to prove. Hierom Epift.ad Buag » 
could tell us in his time,when Corruptions had overgrown the "—— 
Church, Excepting Ordinatzon what doth a Biſhop that @ Pres- 
bytey doth not ? It ſeems then Presbyters did excommunicare. 
I thought to have added ſomething more; but reading of Au- 
ſelm the Archbiſhop of Canterbury upon the firſt Chap. of Ti- 
tus, he giveth ſuch ſtrong groundg to convince me that ſach 
Biſhops were nevEr of Divine Inſtitution, that I trouble my - X 
| ftlfeno further. 

For the other two, if any ſuppoſe the Congregetionall Go« 
vernment not tobe Presbyterial, they miſtake. It ſhould be (6 
I am ſure,or elſe there muſt be no government at all:co find go- 
verument, where there are not Governors and governed, will b 
very hard: but whoare governed, if the people be Governors ? 
Let learned Mr.Norton, one of the ſtrongeſt Congregational 
Divines be heard ;. he ſpeaks to the purpoſe : I appeal ro any 
competently judicious and ſober-minded man, if the denial of Rule 
in the Presbytery,of « deciſive voice in the Synod,and of the power Epif. to the 
of the Magiſtrate in matters of Religion , doth n6t in this Gen.:Court, in 
. point tranſlate the Papal power wnto the Brotherhood of every N. & © 
Congregaticn ? thou that abborreft Epiſcepacy, doft thou commit 
Popery ? Alas, alas, is there no medium between Boniface and 
Morellius, between Papacy aud. Anarchy ? if there be a myſtery 
of iniquity in the one, is there not an univerſity of iniquity in the 
other ? The Hiſtorians indignation that the Eaſt was overceme by 
a drunken Commander with z drunken Army, is now become a 
matter of aſtoniſhment, when ſo drunken a Tenet in an Age of ſuch 
learning, piety, aGion, ſuffering, and ſucceſſs, ſhould threaten the 
hopes of ſo glorious a reformation, come unto the very birth, By 
this you may ſee the judgement of this ſolid Divine and his 
fears ; and what ſober man doth not fear the like? | 


The bulinefſe then is not whether the government be Presby- 
E 3 terial, 
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rer1al, weall agree inithat: but whether Cleſfical, &c. That 
which troubleth us here, is, that the Churches mentioned in 
the Scripture were in Cities and populous places, where there 
were many Elders, and fo there is no queſtion about them : 
but how they carricd on their government in ſmall Villages 
[-we read not of any in ſuch places to my remembrance] ſuch 


. a8 Ours are, we have no example. 


. Yeclet us ſee how much we differ as now we ſtand : the Cor- 


_ gregatioaal Divines,though they deny a Paſtour to have Autho- 


ritative power: over any Cliurch but his own, yet in matters of 
weight, and fo i-Excommunication-they judge that a Council 
of Elders.ought to be called,: which they look upon. as an Or- 
dinance of: God 2 thus in-:N, E. one Church going about to 
excommunicate a perſon; a neighbour- Miniſter ſent word, he 
conceived the Church ought not to doe it ; ſome of the-Church 
came to him to know hisreaſons ; he bad them call a Coun- 
cil, and in the Council he would give his reaſons, but.not elſe 3 
the Church would not hearken to hiny, but caſt the perſon out. 
F his bred divifion. Thus moſt of-the-miſcarriages have come 


| from this, when people have been head-ſtrong, and would not 


cal} Councils.. But now there the moſt learned, wiſe, and ſo- 


- lid Divines doe call for Councils in all weighty ats. I fee here 


amongſt us, our Congregational Brethren doe the like. The 
caſe is. judged and determined by the Council, , but it is execu- 


k . ted by the Officer of the Congregation. . Let us.keep+cloſe. ta 


Gypr. Ep. $5: 


this, and many miſcarriages will be. prevented. 

Come to the Claſſical government,though theſe Divines ſup- 
poſe they have Authoritative power over other Churches z yet - 
this I ſuppoſe, look where the fat is committed, there the caſe 
is tobe heard. This-was.the old prafice.: when the. Claſſis - 
have determined what ought to þe done | as ſuppoſe. a perſon - 
is to be excommunicated | yet if the:Claſſis allow that the offi 
cer. or. officers of the Church where the fa& is committed ſhall 
execute the ſentence with the conſent of the Church ; then 
though there be difference in-our judgements, yet none appears 
in our praQices. | 

If we ask further concerning the power of Syzods, what.they 
may. doe. to.Heretical Congregations? The Congregational 

| . men»: 
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men fay, A Synod is @ ſolemn Ordinance of Chriſt, that the Sy- 
' nod doth admoniſh men or Churches in the name of Chrift authori- 
tatively, as there ſhall be canſe;z the Synod declares men or Chur- 
ches to be ſmbverters of 1he faith, or otherwiſe according tothe na- 
ture of the offence to ſhame them before all the Churches ; in the 
name of Chriſt refuſe communion with them z, alſo declare in 1he 
name of Chriſt that theſe erring people or Churcbes, are #0t to be 
received into ſell:swſhip with any the Churches of Chriſt, nor to 
have communion one with another in the Ordinances of Chriſt : 
And thus they pra&ice, keeping ſuch from Communion : what 
is this but excommunication in effe& ? The Claſical adde one 
ſtep more, a formal, and juridical delivering ſuch to Satan ; but 
that produceth no more effets. Look into the Congregatio= 
nal Churches, you ſee the ſame and as many cffeAs, as in the 
Claflical; upon their formal delivering, &c. Bere is but a poor 
difference, no man can ſee any difference; whence I wonder 
that there is ſuch complaints againſt 'the Miniſters for differing 
about Forms. 

For other power of: Synods, fee Mr. Cotton, Keys, &s. P..2 5, 
53,54. Our Divinzs in their Preface to his Book, ſay,they bave 
a Miniſterial power aud Authority, to deter ne, declave, and 
enjoyn ſuch things, as may tend ts reduce ſuch Congregations to 
right order and peace, | 

The ſumme is this, the Congregational men goe ſo far, that 
men who have any conſcience will fear to oppoſe and eroſſe 
them ; and for thoſe who have no conſcience, they will little 
regard the Synods formal delivering to Satan; but then we hope 
the Magiſtrate will not tolerate ſuch as have no conſcience, nor 
ſuffer ſuch heretical perſons to vent their Herefies when the Sy- 
nod hath proceeded to Excommunion, or Non-communion, 
[ our Author ſaich he muſt not doe ſo] Then he helps both, the 
Claſſical and Congregational Churches, 

Yet a few:more words to fee if | can make things plain 

3. Every Paſtour of a Church hath the power of govern- 
ment, he is a Ruler in the Church, he depends on no man 
for this, he hath it from Chriſt immediately annexed to his 
office inſeparably. As ſoon deny a Magiſtrate to have power 
of ruling.in a Commonwealth, as-a paſtor in the Church : 
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" "Thetide implics as much, with divers others in Scripuure, 
They are Miniſters; true, ſo is the Magiſtrate, Kowe. 13. 4. Mini- 
fter of God. And theſe are called Minifters of God, 2 Cor. 6. 4» 
and of Ebrift, chep. 11. 23. Their being Miniſters, deny not 
their ruli wer. 

21y. All perſons who profeſſe themſelves to be Chriſtians, 
- and Church-members, are to be ſubje& to theſe in the Lord. 
This is neceſſarily inferred from the former ; even as truly as 
the members of aCominonwealth are ſubje& to the civil Ruier. 
I doe not fay that the Paſtors rule, as doe the civil Magiſtrate, 

- if you reſpeRthe modes, but rule they doe, 

3ly. Though every Paſtor hath the power, yet ſome Paſtors 
queſtion whether they alone may pur forth this power [cſpeci- 
ally in the higheſt aft] with the conſent of the Church-mem- 
bers, but rather think it muſt be as they are united with more 
Paſtors in a Claflis. Others conceive they can with the 
confentof the members without any ſuch conjun&ion; yet 
that they might att more ſafely from errour, when they do ap- 
ply the power, and that the Church might be kept from divi- 
fion,when the Church ſhall hear the counſel and judgement of 
many other Paſtours, going Tos with theirawn Paſtour, and 
to _ the Ordinance more ſolemn, theſe call in a Council of 

ers. 

4ly. According to the judgement of theſe Paſtours, fo are 
the members of the Churches perſwaded , over whom they 
watch and have the care in the Lord. 

Now let us ſee what ſhould hinder the Magiſtrate from afli- 
ſting the Church in executing of this Ordinance of Chriſt. 

1. Not his quſtioning of the ſubjc& of this power, for that 
is clear enough; if I bea Paftour, this power 1 receive from 
Chrift, as before : we doe not ask theMagittrate to put pow- , 
er into eur hands, as if we had none, but only to alliſt in the 
putting forth of that which is ours before by a Divine Inſtitu- 
tion ; as when the Miniſtry Preach and Print in defence of 
the power of the Civil Magiſtrate, the Miniſtry doth not 
give him a power which was not his before , but what God 
h:th given him, the Miniſtry aſſiſt the Magiſtrates , by fta- 
blithing that power in the conſciences of people : ſo the _ 

ers 
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ters deftre the Magiſtrate would affift them, that ' they mayap- 
ply, and in applying their power to the corrupt praftices' of 
their people. 

. If objcR, Many of th:ſe Minifters are weeks not' ft for it, 
We could fay the ſame of many Magiſtrates, they are weak & 
nough. Bur then ſuppoſe this, the Claſſical Miniſter: Hatl his 
Clailis which helps him,the Congregational his Council which 
helps him. 

if he ſaith 1he Miniſters are notight,many, ec. Then lethim 
doe his part to remove fuch: To whichend, if Church-go- 
vernment were ſetled there would be a meanes ſerving better 
then ' now there is. | 

Secondly, Neither need he be troubled at the difference be» 
tween theſe two; for the ditference is ſo-ſmall! we ſee, that 
there are no different effe&s appear :. he who iscaſt out of one 

Church is caſt out of all, at leaſt till the:caſe be heard there 
ts no Communion : foirwas in the'old time: though a perſon 
were Excommunicated wrongfully. * Belides he aſſiſts the 
Miniſters where the power lieth without queſtion, [with the 
conſent of the peopleJ1e doth not confider them as Claſſical or 
Congregational, but as Paſtours. | 

Thirdly, Neither need he fear the compelling of the peoples 
conſciences, for that the people ought to beſabje& in the Lord, 
there is no mans conſcience Funlels it be a wretched one] doth 
queſtion itzif he ownes aPaſtour:and as for the Clafſical or Cons 
gregational ſubjefion,the people are perſwaded before, [upon 
what grounds I leave] ſo that if compulſion be, it is: but to: 


make people walk according to what intheir conſciences they - 


think to be right. 


But what ſhall be do with the Epiſcopal mans Conſcience far be is . 


againſt both theſe, ſhall be compell hw? no, no body ſhall com- 
pel him, let him keep his conſcience : ſuppoſe I have two or 


three Epiſcopal men in my pariſh, theſe making every parſhto - 


be a Church, muſt needs acknowledge themſelves to be mem= 
bers of that Church 3 if I be Miniſter to that Church I ſappoſe 


they will acknowledge me to be their Miniſter; if they cometo- - 
_— the Sacraments of me, then be ſure they doe acknows- + 


ge me, according .totheir own.-principley. 


- 
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If they-own-me, I will noc aske them whither I have power 
or no over them; they know it, and I know it ; let theſe walk 
regularly,there is no body troubles them they enjoy their judg- 
ment as to Fpiſcopacy, but if they prove Heretical, or ſcanda- 
loug, -and will not be reclaimed, 1 will not trouble my (elf a- 
bout cheir judgements, but be 1 Claflical or Congregational, 
will catt them out of the Church ; and let them keep their 
Judgements as to Epiſcopacy when Excommunicated. The 
ſame I would doe with an Eraſtian. 

I have enlarged upon this Inſtitution, becauſe there is ſuch 
want of ic, and is ſo much called for. 

For finging of P/alms, | have ſpoken to that in another book, 
but I think that will ere long be owned again for an Ordi- 
nance of God, the Q uakers proving ſuch Songfters. 

For Irfant- Baptiſm, the Congregational differ not from the 
Claſſical inthis, that the children of ſuch parents as vifibly ap- 
pear to be penitent believers, ought to be baptized : they 

. agree in the rule, but in the application of this rile to perſons, 


there is ſome difference. Some apply it;larger, ſome more 


ſtreightly. Becauſe they agree not in this, what is required to 
a Vilible believer : it is likely that it Church-government 
were ereted, that they may.come neerer, when the Claſlical 


brethren ſhall have that power they delire to have to reforme 


their Churches. Yet fince we agree in the ſubjed of the Ordi- 
nance, and the rule, ditfering onely in the latitude of the ap- 
plication of the rule, on: would think here might be a forbea- 
rance; Ifuppoſe the Claſſical brethr:n will lay down the ſame 
rules for admiſſion to the Lords Supper, yet when they come to 
apply thoſe rules to particular ſubje&ts, ſome will go larger, 
ſome narrow: r; but what then? will they'not bear each with 
other ? tain Church-Diſcipline. 

But there comes in another Company and tells us, that In- 
fant-baptiſm | let the parents be never fo godly | is no Infſtitu- 
tion of Chritſts. 

My int-ntion is not to meddle with the Controverlie, divers 
_ of our Divines have done it moſt ſtrongly : This.I-can (ay. 

Firf, Iam ſure it was once a Drvine I:fiitution, that Abr«- 
bam: {ced ſhould be reckoned Members of the Church _ 
dhkrabam hin econdly 


—_— ——— 


» 


in matters of Religion, vindicated 


Secondly, I am ſure it was alſo a Divine Iyſtitutior, that his 
| ſed ſhould have that Ordinance which was a fign and ſeal of 
the righteouſneſle of faith. 
Thirdly, 1am as furethat All the Anabaptiſts who have yer 
put pen to paper, have not brought one text that proves the re- 
pealingof the Inſtitutions. ? 
When God makes a law to debarr his people from eating 
ſwines fleſh, &c. Levir. 1 1. 7. if that law muſt be repealed, what 
care God takes once and tw ice, Ads 10. the ſheet let down, &c., 
Rom. 14.10. Is God ſo careful in repealing a law about a Hog, 
and will he now have all the poſterity of Abrabam caſt out of 
the Church, and reckoned amongſt the unclean, without giving 
us a word as clear for repealing the Inſtitution as he hath done 
for that law againſi a Hog? for my part I will never believe it. 
I wonder that ſuch an Opinion that hath been conſtantly: 
condemned by all the Churches, where truth and holineſs have 
flouriſhed fince the Apoſtles times ; and an Opinion which hath 
been accompanied with other Herelics, 41 1axiſme,Pelagianiſme, 
Socinianiſme, &c. ſhould now be ſwallowed down fo readily 
amongſt ſome whom otherwiſe we would eſteem to be godly.Ir 
being. an Opinion that hath been ſearched into,ſtudied,when 
Churches have had? their liberty ; I remember in N, England 
an officer of a Church was arguing with one of his members 
who was ſnared in thiserrour, and asked the man what com- 
fort he could have of his babe, if God ſhould take it away in 
the Infancy, more then George Sagamore 1 an Indian | could 
have of his ? the man | being an koneſt plain man] anſwered, 
yes, he had more then the Indian; the Covenant of God with bim 
and bis ſeed. It ſeems Abrahams children are ſolicitous about 
their ſeed, and though ſome doe in their pradtiſe ranck them 
among the Indians, yet they would fain have ſomething to lay 
hold upen, as this poor man, and ſo confuted his praiſe, for 
if the ſeed be in Covenant,then give it the {igne and ſeal. 
Though I do not paſſe that cenſure upon all theſe Anabeptifts 
which I hear Mr.Sidrach Simpſon did, yet ſurely it is anerrour 
of more conſequence then men doe eſteem of, and grounded 
upon ſuch principles, that will neceſſarily infer more errours 
then this, "Certainly ſuch had now give ftrong —_— 
cir 
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Fiſt Rule. 


Due right 
Fresd, p. 282. 


their whole converſation that they are very conſciencious men 
[ if they do plead conſcience in this] 8& it they can find fo much 
Tolcration as to have Communion with Churches | being in- 
deed conſciencious men] to live peaceably ina Nation, upon 
this condition that they divulge not their errours, It is as much 
as can fairly be yielded by Churches or State, unlefle' all the 
Scripture grounds which are brought to prove the Intereſt of 
Abraham: ſeed in the Church, with the conſtant praftiſe of all 


Churches Orthodox and holy fince the Apoltles times, are} of 


no more-worth then to be thro#n at mens heels. 
- Somuch for our Authors general rule : 

For his pa ticalar rules. Ifthe firft be true ['as Tam ſure ie 
is] then who thall anſwer for all thofe ignorant, erroneous, 
Scriptare-abuting | I will not ſay preachers but] praters that 
have gone forth into F/ales, the Northern andiother parts of 
Exgiaud, ſowing ſach ſeeds of errors, as wilt nat be plucked up 
in haft, occafioning ſo m_ to turn Papiſts, making the'pre- 
tended reformation to be ſo much deſpiſed, and the Engliſh 
Minifteryto become a ſco: n. Theſe are far from thoſe quali- 
fications which our Author hath ſer down, and from theex- 
ample of Feboſhaph.it, he did not take up Taylors, Shooma- 
kers, and fuch kind of fellows, and fend them topreach, bur 
Prieſts and Levits, orderly called to the wark, broughtup to it; 
If you ſay, he fent Princesalſo; This is well anfwered by Mr. 
Rutherford : bur if it were fo as ſome underſtand, ſuch were in 
more likelihood fit fer the wark and more honour to the work, 
then. Feroboams praftiſe was. Do theſe anfwer the Apoſtles 
deſcription i his Epittles to Titus and Timothy ? now it is, who 
is Net ſufficient for theſe things ? 

Beſides onr A' thor faith, it wwſt be according to Gods Order, 
Bur is this the Order of Chriſt, to ſend out Miniſters without 
Ordination? theſe fellows had noele&ion from the people, 
nor'no Ordination: What is all Order thown down? Ordina- 
tion hath been looked at as an Inſticutton of Chrift, till the S9- 
cinians and ſome others obiefed : but the Orthodox have con- 
ſtanely maintained it, both Epiſcopal, Claffical, and Congre- 
gational:; and if Scripeure authority be worth any thing, no 
doubt bur'wecan bring good warrant ill to prove it. TI 
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Ordination. 
2. Forhis ſecond rule : 1f Schools and Univerſities be need« 


ful, then our Author mult needs condemn thoſe againſt whom I 
ſpake before. Fulian knew what he did, when he forbad the 
children of Chriſtians the uſe of Schools : the Chriſtians alſo 
knew what he did, with very fad hearts; andI know they doe 
but a& what Ful:ar intended,who ever looks at Schools and LI- 
' niverſities as uſcleſſe,afid ſo are hinderances to them. I have 
heard it reported | though I can ſcarce believe ic] that one of 
the Maſters of our Colledges, ſhould in his Sermon declare that 
he thought Univerſities were good to train up youth to Civili- 
tice, but not to Divinitic. If this ſhould be a true report, I with 
he would read over Zenchy his Oration concerning the neceſlity 
of Schools in the Church : and tell us how a man can open the 
Scriptures, withour the knowledge of the Original Tongues, 
the three general Arts, and Hiſtory. Beſides other ſpecial arts, 
and as for the other Oriental Tongues what helps they are to 
underſtanding of Scripture, thoſe who are a little verſed in 
them know aiready. But the man might have another end in 
this, to ſatisfie country Miniiters why they have ſtood ſweating 
fo many years in the Commencement houſe, but could never, 
hear him either Opponent or Reſpondent. Thoſe who m 
be {o able to Convince others, had need be trained up in the 


way toit. What Cauſe have the Church to bleſs God for thoſe. 


rave lights which have ſhined in our Univerſities ? 

3. Our Authors reaſon is ſtrong to prove -the Magiſtrate 
may cauſe his people to attend upon the Miniſtry of the Word, 
onely provided the'Minifters bz ſuch as in his firſt he dz(cribed. 
K this courſe had been taken it would have prevented much of 
that evil that is now come byſeparation from che publike Mini- 
ſtery. As for the obje&ion they makezthey cannvt believe theſe Mie 
nifters be true Miniſters:neither doth the Magiſtrate compel them 
to believe ſo,he compels them to attend upon thoſe which he 
looks at as true, being found, qualified, orderly ſent forth, but 
he troubles not the people with this, that they muſt believe the 
ſtanding | as they call it ] of the Miniſters to be right, let them 
attend to the Doftrine, - 

F 2 Obj- 


3s more ground to bring in Eiſhops to Ordain,then to leave out | 
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.Obj. Bxt.they are unſound. 

Anſw. 1. So will the Heretick ſay of the ſoundeſt Miniſter 
that is. 2.Ic lieth upon the Magilſtrate to look to that. 3 If you 
can prove their dofrine to be unſound, you have libertie'to re- 
ze& their doftrine : what the evill is for want of the Magiſtrates 
performing this part of his duty, Eng/aud knowes at this day. 

Why by the ſame rule the Magiſtrate may not compel the 
people to be Catechized I know not : to be ſure Catechizing 
was an O.dinance. great in uſe in the primicive times, and wo- 
ful experience hath taught us, ho v people may ſet under good 
preaching forty yeers, and yet for want of Catechizing, be 
more iznorant then many children arz. The Churches of 
Englaud cry aloud to the Magiſtrate, that if he will doz any 
thing for them, then ſtrengthen the hands of the Miniſters who 
would ſet up Catechizing, and Diſcipline. 

4 If the Magiitrate may engage the people by Qaths,and Co- 
venants, as ſaith our Author, | to whom alſo Gerhard inclines.]. 
Then here would ariſe a queſtion, whither the Magiſtrate have 
not more power over thele in caſe they Apoſtatize from what 
they have Covenanted then over athers who have not ſo Co» 
venanted ? 

Eſhall deſire to add but two things more to what our Author 
hath ſct- down, . which I conceive allo the Magiſtrate is con» 
cerned in. | TRE 

Firſt, The calling of Synods.In the primicive times they uſed 
to have Synods twice in a yeer. * That the Chriſtian Magiſtrate 
did uſe to call themalſo | when the Church came to have ſuch 
Magidrates | is-well known ; the ſtory of Conftantizus ſurna» 
med Pogonatus * when the Moxothelytes troubled the Church, is 
worth the reading : theCeaturifts in their preface to the ſe- 


* venth Cextury have fet it down : hoy he called the Synod, and 


carried himſel: in the Synod ; a pattern indeed for all Chri- 
ſtian Magiltrates. The reading of the ſtory put m2 in mind of 
our Magiſtrates in N. Eug/and, when the firſt Synod there was 
Called, who carried themſelves according to that Prince. | 
1. Synods are a ſolemn Ordinance of Chrift for the helping the 
Church againſt errors, ſchiſms, ſcandals, ſaith Mr. Burroughs 
Iren. P. 43. 44. Mr. Cotton * hath ſpoken ſufficiently for them. 
I) The 
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The-Synod of N. E. an. 1649. call Synods aſſembled and pro-- 


ceeding according to the patrern, A. 15.''an Ordinance of 
Chriſt. And in the third ſe&ion of the ſame chap. ſay, the Ma- 
piſtrate hath power to call a 'Synod; the Claſſical Divines 
be fure differ not : now if it be an Ordinance ſonwch conoer= 
ning the w-l|-being of the Church, - then the Magiſtrate muſt 
look to ſuch an Ordinance. * | O35 Bl 

2. Synods are neceſſary in regard of the Magiſtrate himſelf: 
for as our Author faith, the Magiſtrates Conſcience 1s uot the rule, 
but he muſt lozke to have his Conſcience rightly informed from the. 
word, then. what more likely way for the Magiſtrate to have his 
conſcience informed in things concerning the Church which 
he muſt I>ok to, then to have a company of holy & learned men 
gathered tozether in the nams of Chriſt, debating of matters 
which concern the Church ; the Magiſtrate being preſent as to 
keep civil order , ſo alſo to propoimd what may trouble him, 
that ſo he mjay be informed, , 

Q. But what ſhallthe Magiſtrate do? give himſelf up to the Synod? 
our Author ſaith be muſt not give himſelf uÞ to the Dif ates of men. 

Anſw. Firſt, No more he doth, for while he heareth the de- 
bates, the reaſons given on both ſides, propounds his own ſcru-" 
ples, he doth not give himſelf up to-the diftates of men. 

-: Secondly, Me. Cotton faith; and that truly, ''that the Synod 
binds not onely materially; but alſo formally, from the Authority 
of the Synod;* which being an Ordinance of Chriſt bindeth 
the more for the Synods ſake. If there be no refpe& due to 
Synods to:what purpoſe are they called ? | 
If a Synod may pronounce a Church to be Heretical, re- 
nounce Communion with a Church, and declare ſuch a Church 
ouzht not tohave Communion wich any Church | which isin 
efte& excommunication] as our Congregational men ſay : then 
certainly Synods have Authority from Chriſt, and a Magiſtrate 
_ that is godly will not liphtly eſteem theic Determinations. 

. 21y, | The Second thing which I conceive the Magiſtrate is to 
. Jookto, is, to-prevent' Schiſme-what may bz, and to heal it 
where It is. - Schiſme never riſeth but from bad cauſes, and the 
effe& as bad. Y Were it but in reſpe& to civil Policie, the Ma» 
giltrate had need take care of this, for where Schiſme is, there 
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Unitie is broken, and that people will-not live peaceably, which 
our Authors text mentions. Kents an the Church will cauſe rents 
iz the State, if opportunity be given, experience hath proved it ; 
But if we Jook to the Church, there the Magiſtrate if he takes 
himſelftobe a Miniſter forthe good of ic, ſhall tind cauſe enough 
why he {hould'iftep in here. | mae 
Our Author in his Sermon about UVuitie, $c, tending to 
heal our rents; faith truly, that the ſin of ſchiſme according to the 
ſenſe of the Scripture is # moſt hainous ſin, though many make ud 
account of it, whether they be charged juſily or unjuſtly with it. 
He opens the evill of it .both in the nature and effc&s of its 
Now however our Author doth {how he hath larger principles 
then many other men have, yetlet the profeſſors of Exz/and be 
eryed by his rules, and then ſee who be the Schiſmaticks. 1 


- ever yet heard that any godly claſſical Divine hath ſo much as 


debarred an Anabapriit { who was otherwiſe godly, and defi» 
red forbearance|] fromany Communion. in the Lords Supper, 
or other Ordinances, but to be ſure the Anabaptiſts, the Sepa- 
ratiſts, &c. have denied Communion with them and caft them 
with higheſt {corn : whereerrors arc not in the fundamen- 
*tals and perſons be otherwiſe unblameable there we ought to 
hold Communion. - Be it fo, let us yield it for the preſent: is 
Ordination by Biſhops an errour in the foundation, is the own- 


ing of Abrehams feed as members of the Church and baptizing 


them being yet Infants, an errour in the feundation ? ſol may 
number more. Let all che Separatiſts and Anabaptitis with 
other SeQaries whatever 'in Eng/and charge the Claſlical 
Churches with an <rror inthe foundation. H they cannot,why 
do they cait of-Communion with them? * :; 

lt is commonly ſaid to us, though we differ in judgement let us 
at differ ix affetiion. Well, be it fo, but this generation differ 
notonely in judgement, buc affeftion, which they manifeſt o= 
penlz ia throwing off Communion with all but their own ſe&, 
and yet they call-to us we-mutt 'notdiifer in affe&tion, though 
they doe 3; for Schiſme ts properly againſt Chriſtian love ;: but to 
be ſune-they are the Schiſmatecks by our Authors rules. The 
meaning is this, #bangh we differ in judgement from you,and break 
ex Unicnwith you manifeſting it openly by cafting gee 
HELLA X Wil 
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w!th you, yet you muſt be united tous, Tbough-we call you Priefts, 


Black-coats, Antichriſtians, and ſo your Churches, yet you muſt 


not differ in affe&ion. Though Churches can tolerate. fome 
errors in perſons when they carry themſelves otherwiſe hum« 
bly and conſcienciouſly, andnot divulge them nor Iabour to 
draw away others, yet this ſchiſmatical ſpiric in ſuch a high 
way alſo, is intolerable. 
for that queſtion, What way ſimple error or berefie ſhould 
be puniſhed ? This our Author | and that e—__ a bard 
gueſticn : yet the difficulty lieth not fo much in this, whether 
the Magiſirate may infli& any pxniſhment but capital puniſh» 
ment £ 
As for the Papiits, we need not ask their judgements : their 
Books, their praQtiſcs, Smithfield and many other places in 
Exgland, where our glorious Martyrs have ſuffered, declare 
Cifficiently what their judgement is. For the Calvinifts, Ger- 
bard a learned Lutteran gives thema nip as if they varied 
their judgements, according to the variety of conditions they 
were under. Calvinianos quod attinet, ille pro rerum ac fortung 
diverſitate, diverſas proferunt ſententias. If things go ill on their 
fide, if they be under the poptth power, then they uſe theſe 


rules; No man muſt be compelled to believe : It is Amtichriftian | 


tyranny to rule cover mens conſciencer, &c. But if things go well 
on their fide, that they have the civil- power with them, 
erumpunt in ſanguizariam illam vocem, Hereticos eſſe occidendox. 
Yet Gerhard was not of that mind, that the Magiſtrate ſhould 
let Hereticks alone, he was far from this opinion:: - 

He diſtinguiſheth between Seducers and the Sedwced, | ſodo 
we] between errors fundamental, and not fundamental; 1 with 
he had (et theſe down that we might know them. 


Bur though he hach not done it here, I find amongſt other, 
Lutherans where he is quoted, that he takes ſome. dofrines 


for fandam:ntal errors, which others will not believe to be 
errors atall; thus Calovizs in his anſwer to that queſtion Nuns 
Lutherani cum Reformatis & Sccinianis in unam coire poſſiat 


Loc, Com. de. 
mag.pol.P. 775: 
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ecclefiam ? he excludes nat only the Anabaprifts and orher p. 942 


SeRaries, buteven the Calviniſts, giving bis reaſons, though 
he doth us wrong in ſome of thoſe dodtriges he names, cſpeci- 
ally as he Jaics them-down, T 
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« He diftinguiſheth berween the times of the Old Teſtament 
« andtheN.T, Under the o]d'T. the Magiftrate might put 


| Hereticks to death, not under the N. T. faith he : butI believe 


he will get nothing by.this diſtin&ion. 
He diſtingiſheth between {imple Hereticks,and Hereticks that 


are Seditious and Vomit out plain blaſphemies againſt God. 


Theſe be denies nor but the Magiſtrate muſt put to death. With 
whom agrees Dr. 4mes, grounding his ſentence upon Levit. 24. 
T5, 16. Alfo Mr. Cotton *.: If the Id:later or Heretick grow 
obſtinate, wax worſe and worſe, deceiving himſelf and others to the 
deftroying, corrupting,and diſturbing of others, now the Magiſtrate 
maketh uſe not of flocks and whips | for theſe doe not remove, Put 


exaſperate the malad) | but of Death or Baniſhmeat, 8c. 


That ſpeech of the Heathen King Ai taxerxes Ezra 7. 26. 


ſeems to look this way, And nhaſocoer will not doe the Law of thy 
'God, and the Law of the King | which law, I conceive, was this 


law of his concerning the Houſe and worſhip of God?) Let 
judgement be executed ſpeedily upon him, whither it be unto Death, 
or to Baniſhment, or to Confiſcation of goods Mpr to impriſcament, 
Alſo Nebuchadnezzars Decree Dan. 3.29. Though the 4the= 
-niaus erred In the mifapplication of chat princip!e, when they 
Condemned Sccrates, yet that A& ſhowes, that Magiſtrates are 
taught even by the light of Nature, to take care of Religion, 
-and of their God, ſo far as to punith ſeverely, blaſphemers of 
Godand corrupters of Religion. 

But'to let that knetty queſtion alone, Herein I am ſure our 
Author with all other ſober men | both Lutherans, and Calvi- 
ſts, Claſſical and Congregational Divines] agree, Vis. Firſt, 
That Magiſtrates ought not to Countenance, but Diſcounte- 
nance, and repreſs Hereticks. 

\ Gerbard whois fo ſtiff againſt the puniſhing of fimple Hereſy 
with Death, yet makes this the Magiſtrates Duty, to enquire 
after theſe Seducing Hereticks : 1bat they may catch theſe Foxes, 
who jſt convey their poiſon more ſecretly before they come to appear 
openly. ey | 

Bleſſed Burroughs, a man moderate enough, yct ſaith, we were 

in a moſt miſerable Condition, if we bad no external Civil power 

to reflrain from (ny kinds of blaſphemies and ſeducements: the 
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Condition of the Jews, 6 how bappy was it in compariſon ef ours: 

When thoſe who are mad with dannable Hereſies run from place 
 toplace, ſeckang to draw ell they can from the truth, if we have ng 
- means of help but arguments, it is ill with us. 

Dr. Ames| in his anſwer to that queſtion, whither Heretichs 
ſhould be puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate? | laies down an um- 
deniable Truth. That Hereticks cught to be repreſſed of all godly 
men according to that caiing and power which they have received 
from Godis clear engugh ex natura rei : tecauſe all godly-men are 
called to the Chriſtian warfare, that every one in his ſtation ſhould 
oppoſe himſelf to the King dome of darkneſs. Now to what King- 
dome doe Erro:s and Herelies belong ? I am ſure not to the 
Kingdome of Light. The Miniſters in their ſtation oppoſe 
theſe by Scripture, arguments, reproofs, exhortations, admo= 
nitions, excommunications : private Chriſtians oppoſe them 
in their lation cither privately by arguing, &c. or more pub- 
likely as they conſent to their Othcers in Chuich Cenſures. 
Now huw duth a Chrigaian Magiftrate in his ſtation oppoſe 
theſe,[ as a Magiſtrate ifhe puts not forth his Coercive power 
alſo, torepreſs them. How (hal: he anſiver this Text, that his 
people under him may live in A! godlm: fi? ithe lets his people 
run into Herefies , and Gall«-like regards not theſe things ; 
How is he a Minifter for good. Rom. 13:4. Totie up this good 
to the ſecond table, is to ſtreighten where the word dorh not ; 
I hope godlinef{ is good, and he is to be a Miniſter for that, ac- 
cording toour Authors Text ; and that belongs to the firſt Ta= 
ble. But Herelie and Error are no parts of god{rneft, 

What our Author ſaith concerning corrupt Opinions and 
praiſes, that men take them up 1oſerve falions and times, to 
pleaſe men, to ſerve their own bellies; this is true of many if nor 
moſt of the Sefaries in our Times. As a man may diſcern 
here, as alſo by what I have learacd by good Intelligence out 
of Ireland: and iris as true what our Author faith, had theſe 
been conſciencioufly and really diſcountenanced by the Magi- 
ſtrate, many had not taken theſe up, and many had laied 
theſe down. 

Secondly, This I find is agreed upon by our Divines, who 


queſtion the'pucting to Death of Hereticks 3 that Seducing He- 
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reticks, obſtinace, that will not be reclaimed, they ſhould be 


$ lates: Baniſhed or ſome other way reftrained by the Magillratezto the end 


they may not infe& others with their poiſon. Thus the Leyden 
Profeſſors : aut deponend15, aut releyandos, out alts modo conftrin= 
gexdos,8&c. So Gerhard: expellendi ſunt, &c. 

As for the plea of Conſcience; it is true,Conſcience is a tender 
thing, and thoſe who carry themſelves as conſciencious men 
indeed, ought to be dealc very tenderly with : but for theſe 
we find them to be very rare among(t thoſe who have drunk 
in the errors of our Times: And as Mr. Burroughs ſaith well; 
the Divell muſt not be let alone though he be got into mens Conlci= 
ences, God hath appointed ns City of refuge for him : If he flies ro 
mens Conſciences as Joab to the boras of the Altar he muſt be fetched 
from thence, or fallen upon there. 

As for the clamour of Perſecution, when the Magiſtrate puts 
forth his power to repreſs Hereſies, our Author hath given a 
full anſwer to-it : He may as well be charged with Perſe. 

- cution. for ponlinng and-labouring to —_ Drunken- 
neſſe, uncleannefle, &c. which are works of the fleſh, 


and.ſo is Hereſy, Gal. 5, 20. 
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TT pleaſed the Lord in whoſe hands are our times, whileſt 
| bs Beok was in the Preſſe to call home to himſelfe this 
godly Gentleman Mr, Meade,to whom this book is dedi= 
cated : the man was a ſincere lover of Chriſt, a great lo- 
ver and companion of all thoſe who loved Chriſt, a dili- 
gent waiter upon all his Ordinonces, a high eſtcemer of 
and great ſriend to all his faithful Miniſters, a manwho- 
loved not to eat his morſels aloneſ nor did. ]Such a joe 
ſion of ſtrangers [ eſpecially of Miniſters | there was to his 
houſe that none need fear an unaired bed that lay there 3. 
conſidering bis e(tate, we need not ſay, he was the ſecond 
liberal Gentleman in Eſſex : he was deeply affeFed with 
the apprehenſions of the dirk and miſerable daies com- 
ming upon England;but as he lived not to readover this 
book,ſo the Lord would not let hins live to ſee thoſe daies,,, 
he is gone to his fathers in peace. 


in waters of Religion,vindicated, = at 


